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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1934 


Health  Department, 

Shire  Hall, 

Gloucester, 

28th  August,  1935. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  herewith  my  33rd  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  Services  of 
the  County. 

Effect  was  given  to  the  re-arrangement  of  the  County  Districts  on  1st 
April,  1935,  and  this  is  the  last  occasion  on  which  it  will  be  possible  to  give 
comparative  statistics  for  many  parts  of  the  County,  for  many  of  the 
new  areas  will  not  be  comparable  with  the  constitution  of  the  County  in  the 
past.  Generally,  there  has  been  little  variation  year  by  year,  and  it  is  only 
by  a more  or  less  long  survey  that  useful  conclusions  can  be  drawn.  Perhaps 
the  most  striking  is  the  gradual  approximation  of  birth  and  death  rates  for 
the  County  as  a whole  and  it  would  appear  that  unless  there  is  some  un- 
expected change  in  the  tendency,  not  many  more  years  will  elapse  before 
the  County  has  a declining  population. 

One  result  of  the  re-arrangement  is  the  severance  of  association  with 
certain  part-time  Medical  Officers  of  Health  who  have  given  service  in  the 
County  in  that  position  for  many  years. 

Infections  were  more  prevalent  than  usual  as  will  be  seen  in  the  para- 
graphs dealing  with  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  both  of  which  caused 
trouble  in  certain  parts.  Attention  may  be  drawn  to  the  section  on 


“ Immunization.” 


The  matter  of  water  supply  again  caused  some  anxiety  owing  to  a deficiency 
in  rainfall  for  a second  year,  but  fortunately  the  resources  of  the  County  are 
such  that,  except  in  a few  isolated  localities,  the  strain  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  serious. 

The  section  of  the  Report  dealing  with  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  has 
been  prepared  by  Dr.  E.  C.  Morris  Jones. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MIDDLETON  MARTIN, 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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TABLE  A,  1934. 

Health  Staff  of  District  Councils. 


Urban . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Awre 

• • • 

0.  W.  Andrews 

. . • 

H.  E.  W.  Hook 

Charlton  Kings 

... 

A.  Barrett  Cardew 

• . • 

F.  A.  Middleton 

Cheltenham 

• • • 

D.  E.  Morley  ... 

. . . 

F.  R.  Jefford 

Cirencester 

• • • 

H.  F.  W.  Adams 

• . • 

Wentworth  Jones 

Coleford 

• . • 

See  Awre 

... 

H.  Vaughan 

Kings  wood 

... 

C.  J.  Perrott 

... 

G.  E.  Curtis 

Mangotsfield 

... 

T.  Aubrey 

... 

F.  A.  Long 

Nails  worth 

• • • 

R.  Green 

... 

T.  Wood 

Newnham  ... 

• . • 

See  Awre 

... 

See  Awre 

Stow-on-the- W old 

• • . 

L.  R.  King 

... 

P.  W.  Alcock 

Stroud 

• . • 

See  Nailsworth 

... 

W.  A.  Hudson 

Tetbury 

... 

See  Cirencester 

... 

G.  Hearsey 

Tewkesbury 

... 

T.  H.  Holroyd 

... 

W.  Ridler 

W estbury-on-Severn 

... 

See  Awre 

. . • 

See  Awre 

Rural . 

Campden 

J.  E.  Jameson 

• . • 

C.  J.  Gander 

Cheltenham 

F.  J.  Lidderdale 

... 

E.  W.  Moore 

Chipping  Sodbury 

T.  Rhind 

/ W.  H.  Williams 

S.  Hale 

Cirencester 

See  Cirencester  U. 

... 

A.  T.  Selvey 

Dursley 

Ditto 

... 

W.  H.  Williams 

East  Dean  & United  Parishes 

See  Awre  U. 

... 

A.  W.  Collinson 

Faringdon  (part  of) 

W.  Sisam 

... 

C.  C.  Sampson 

Gloucester 

Lydney 

See  Awre  U.  ... 

Ditto 

* f 

0.  M.  Hale 

G.  J.  Elliott 

W.  M.  Richards 

Newent 

W.  M.  Lucas  Johnstone 

W.  Francis 

Northleach 

See  Cirencester  U. 

... 

A.  S.  Green 

Sto  w-on-the- W old 

See  Campden  R. 

... 

G.  H.  Cowles 

Stroud 

See  Nailsworth  U. 

D.  E.  Whittaker 

H.  Barrett 

Tetbury 

See  Cirencester  U. 

See  Tetbury  U. 

Tewkesbury  (part  of) 

See  Tewkesbury  U. 

• • • 

E.  H.  Rosser 

Thornbury  ... 

See  Chipping  Sodbury  R. 

F.  W,  Davies 

Warmley 

T.  Aubrey 

• * • 

W.  H.  Knee 

West  Dean 

0.  W.  Andrews 

• • • 

S.  B.  J.  Davies 

Wheatenhurst 

See  Nailsworth  U. 

... 

L.  Y.  Whittingham 

Winchcombe  (part  of) 

G.  R.  Cox 

• • « 

H.  Brown 
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TABLE  B. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  County  Council. 


County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  J.  Middleton  Martin 


Tuberculosis  Officers  (jointly  with 
City  of  Gloucester) 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medi- 
cal Officer 

Consultant  Obstetricians,  etc.  (part 
time)  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Venereal  Diseases  Officers  (part 
time) 

School  Medical  Inspectors 

Ditto  (part  time) 

County  Dentists 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre 
Medical  Officers  (Part  Time) 

Ante-natal  Clinic  Medical  Officers 
(part  time) 

Pathologists  (part  time)  ... 

Ophthalmic,  Ear  and  Throat 
Surgeons 

Heart  Physicians  ... 

Out-Station  Medical  Officers  (part 
time) 

Orthopaedic  Surgeons  (part  time) 


W.  Arnott  Dickson  (also  Medical  Super- 
intendent, Tuberculosis  Institution), 
E.  D.  D.  Davies,  F.  H.  Woolley 

E.  Catherine  Morris  Jones 

Hospital  Staffs — Cheltenham,  Gloucester 
and  Bristol  Hospitals,  and  Maternity 
Homes  of  Cheltenham  and  Gloucester 
District  Nursing  Associations 

Hospital  Staffs  : — Cheltenham  General 
Hospital,  Gloucestershire  Royal  Infirm- 
ary, Stroud  Hospital 

T.  F.  H.  Blake,  Isabel  R.  Gordon 

H.  F.  W.  Adams,  R.  Green,  T.  Rhind 

Agnes  M.  Boal,  Dorothy  W.  Crozier,  P.  J. 
Wakley,  B.  F.  Wren 

44  General  Medical  Practitioners 

6 General  Medical  Practitioners 

Bristol — I.  Walker  Hall  ; Cheltenham — 

T.  B.  H.  Haslett ; Gloucester-E.  N.  Davey 

Hospital  Staffs  — Bristol,  Cheltenham , 

Gloucester  and  Oxford  Hospitals 

Hospital  Staffs — Cheltenham,  Gloucester 

and  Bristol  Hospitals 

48  General  Medical  Practitioners 

Ethel  M.  Redman,  J.  S.  Robinson,  J.  F.  H. 
Stallman 


Public  Vaccinators  (part  time)  ... 
Veterinary  Surgeons  (part  time) 
County  Analyst 

Vaccination  Officers  (part  time)  ... 

County  Health  Superintendents 
(whole  time) 


Orthopaedic  Nurses  (whole  time) 
Dental  Nurses  (whole  time) 


64  General  Medical  Practitioners 
16  General  Veterinary  Practitioners 
R.  H.  Ellis,  (also  City  Analyst) 

28  Officers 

A.  Boyd  (resigned  11/3/35),  V.  M.  Bausor, 

I.  V.  Ladd,  F.  E.  Lyne,  E.  Mason, 

J.  I.  McLauchl&n,  D.  K.  Palin, 

M.  S.  Payne 

D.  A.  Rodenhurst,  J.  Shepherd 

M.  Hunt,  A.  G.  Powell,  W.  H.  Roberts, 
E.  E.  Witchell 


Health  Visitors  (whole  time) 
(part  time) 


A.  Somerfield,  P.  E.  Watkins,  L.  Wright 
137  District  Nurses 
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ARRANGEMENT  OF  COUNTY  DISTRICTS. 

The  re-grouping  of  the  County  Districts  under  Section  46 
of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929  has  been  completed  in  its  main 
features  and  the  Minister  of  Health  has  made  an  order  cited  as 
the  “ County  of  Gloucester  Review  Order,  1935,”  to  give  effect 
to  the  new  grouping.  It  is  dated  21st  February,  1935. 

As  a general  result  the  number  of  urban  districts  has  been 
reduced  from  14  to  8,  and  the  number  of  rural  districts  from  20 
to  15  ; the  urban  districts  absorbed  into  surrounding  or  contiguous 
rural  districts  are  : 


Rural  District 
to  which  transferred. 


Urban  District. 

Awre 

Coleford 

Newnham 

Stow-on-the-Wold 

Tetbury 

Westbury-on-Severn 


East  Dean 
West  Dean 
Gloucester 


Stow-on-the-Wold 

Tetbury 

Gloucester. 


The  following  ten  rural  districts  remain  very  much  as  they 
were  before  the  review  : Chipping  Sodbury  (now  called  Sodbury), 
Cirencester,  Dursley,  Lydney,  Newent,  Northleach,  Stroud, 
Tetbury,  Thornbury  and  Warmley.  The  remaining  ten  rural 
districts  have  been  divided  and  re-arranged  into  five  new  rural 
districts  under  the  following  names  : Cheltenham,  East  Dean, 
Gloucester,  North  Cotswold  and  West  Dean.  The  changes  in 
East  and  West  Dean  R.D.  are  mainly  the  addition  of  Awre  U.D. 
to  and  the  removal  of  four  civil  parishes  in  the  north-east  from 
the  former  and  the  addition  of  Coleford  U.D.  to  the  latter  ; a 
further  change  as  between  these  two  districts  is  the  inclusion  of 
the  whole  of  the  Lydbrook  district  in  West  Dean  as  one  parish. 
The  areas  and  populations  of  the  twenty-three  areas  as  revised  are  : 


GLOUCESTER. 


Boroughs  Cheltenham 
Tewkesbury 

Urban  Charlton  Kings 


Cirencester 
Kingswood 
Mangotsfield 
Nails  worth 
Stroud 


Area. 

5,147 

2,617 

3,380 

5,686 

1,530 

1,526 

1,598 

1,168 


Population. 


50,204 

4,532 

4,760 

8,142 

13,286 

11,411 

3,129 

8,364 


22,652 


103,828 
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Area. 


Population. 


Rural  Cheltenham 


Thornbury 

Warmley 


Stroud 

Tetbury 


Newent  . . . 
North  Cotswold 


Cirencester 
Dursley  . . . 
East  Dean 
Gloucester 
Lydney  . . . 


Northleach 

Sodbury 


81,940 

82,689 

26,640 

30,477 

71,490 

24,596 

40,845 

86,218 

74,952 

68,683 

36,651 

31,781 

61,360 

8,850 

24,154 


15,791 

12,112 

13,175 

19,100 

22,092 

10,852 

7,422 

15,764 

7,658 

23,848 

27,370 

5,857 

18,063 

9,000 


Administrative  County 


West  Dean 


773,978 


751,326  18,513 


226,617 

330,445 


In  view  of  this  re-arrangement  of  local  government  areas 
this  is  the  last  year  in  respect  of  which  it  will  be  possible  to  give 
comparative  statistics  for  the  different  parts  of  the  County  for  a 
long  period  of  years  : a new  series  of  tables  must  now  be  started 
on  which  comparisons  can  be  made  becoming  gradually  more 
useful  as  the  numbers  of  yearly  observations  increase. 

The  revision  of  the  original  proposals  for  re-grouping  necessi- 
tates corresponding  changes  in  the  schemes  for  the  appointment  of 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  not  engaged  in  private  practice  (Section 
111  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1933)  and  for  the  provision  of 
Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  (Section  63  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1929).  The  former  scheme  (Medical  Officers  of 
Health)  has  been  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Health  with  a view 
to  effect  being  given  thereto  with  respect  to  the  North  West  and 
North  East  Gloucestershire  Districts. 

The  Isolation  Hospitals  scheme  may  require  considerable 
revision. 


HEALTH  STAFF 


The  list  of  persons  undertaking  health  duties  on  behalf  of 
the  County  Council  is  set  out  on  pages  7 and  8. 


the  County  in  the  past  three  years  have  been  fairly  constant  at 
about  338,000.  In  1933  a slight  drop  of  200  was  estimated  and  in 
1934  an  increase  of  400,  making  the  total  for  last  year  338,100 — 
200  above  the  number  for  1932. 
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Births. 

There  was  an  increase  of  166  in  1934  on  the  number  in  1933 
the  actual  figure  being  4,680.  Except  for  this  slight  rise  there 
has  been  a fairly  steady  fall  in  the  number  of  births  from  7,658 
in  1920  with  slight  modifications  from  year  to  year.  Thede- 
' dining  birth-rate  is  evidenced  in  the  following  statement  i 


1934 

1933 

1932 

1931 

1926- 

1930 

1921- 

1925 

1916- 

1920 

1911- 

1915 

1906- 

1910 

1901- 

1905 

ij  Urban  

12.6 

12-4 

12.7 

12.9 

13.5 

16.7 

16.7 

18.1 

20.8 

22.3 

r Rural  

14-5 

13-8 

14.7 

15.4 

15.7 

18.4 

17.9 

19.8 

22.4 

24.6 

> Administrative 
County 

13-8 

13-4 

14.0 

14.6 

15.0 

17.9 

17.6 

19.3 

21.8 

23.8 

i England  and 
Wales 

14-8 

14-4 

15.3 

15.8 

16.7 

19.9 

20.1 

23.6 

26.3 

28.2 

Attention  has  been  drawn  in  recent  reports  to  the  gradual 
approximation  of  the  birth  rate  to  the  death  rate.  This  is 
evidenced  in  the  following  comparison  for  groups  of  five  years 
during  the  present  century  : 

Birth  Rate  Death  Rate 


1901-  5 ... 

• • • 

23.8 

14.1 

1906-10  ... 

• • • 

21.8 

13.3 

1911-15  ... 

• • • 

19.3 

13.4 

1916-20  ... 

• • • 

17.6 

14.4 

1921-25  ... 

• • • 

12.9 

12.4 

1926-30  ... 

• • • 

15.0 

12.6 

1931-33  (3  years) 

14.0 

13.1 

1934  ... 

• • • 

13.8 

12.8 

From  this  it  would  appear  that,  unless  there  is  some  un- 
expected change  in  the  tendency,  it  will  not  be  long  before  the 
County  has  a declining  population. 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  1934  was  4,330,  120  less 
than  that  in  the  previous  year  ; this  represents  a rate  per  1,000 
of  the  population  of  12.8,  the  lowest  since  1930  when  it  was  11.85. 
The  general  trend  of  this  figure  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : 
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1934 

1933 

1932 

1931 

1926- 

1930 

1921- 

1925 

1916- 

1920 

1911- 

1915 

1906- 

1910 

1901- 
1905  5 1 

Urban 

13-6 

14-8 

13.7 

14.2 

13.2 

13.6 

15.1 

14.2 

14.1 

14.6  5 

Rural 

12-4 

12-3 

12.6 

12.6 

12.3 

11.9 

14.1 

13.0 

12.9 

13.8 

Administrative 

County 

12-8 

13-2 

13.0 

13.2 

12.6 

12.4 

14.4 

13.4 

13.3 

14.11 

England  and 
Wales 

11-8 

12-3 

12.0 

12.3 

10.3 

10.9 

13.4 

13.7 

14.4 

16.0 

In  previous  reports  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  changes 
in  incidence  of  the  chief  causes  of  death  and  in  the  following  table 
the  information  is  brought  up  to  date.  It  shows  the  proportion 
of  total  deaths  attributed  to  each  of  the  conditions  and  groups 
of  conditions. 

PERCENTAGE  OF  TOTAL  DEATHS  ATTRIBUTED 
TO  THE  CAUSES  NAMED. 

1901  1911  1921  1931  1932  1933  1934 


Acute  Infections 

-10 

3.7 

-20 

3.5 

-30 

1.9 

1.5 

.9 

.7 

1.6 

Influenza 

1.8 

4.2 

3.9 

3.3 

3.9 

5.8 

1.4 

Tuberculosis  ... 

8.6 

8.0 

6.6 

5 . 6 

4.9 

5.0 

5.3 

Cancer 

7.1 

9.1 

11.9 

13.3 

12.6 

12.4 

12.9 

Heart  Disease 

. . . 

11.9 

17.8 

22.9 

24.9 

25.5 

26.4 

Respiratory  Disease 

...  14.7 

13.5 

11.4 

10.2 

8.4 

8.5 

9.0 

Diarrhoea,  etc. 

...  2.2 

1.3 

. 6 

.6 

.3 

.2 

.2 

Alcoholism 

.9 

.8 

.3 

.4 

.4 

.2 

.3 

Nephritis 

— 

2.9 

3.1 

4.4 

3.8 

3.6 

3.8 

Parturition 

.7 

.6 

.5 

.5 

.7 

.5 

.5 

Congenital  Conditions 

2.9 

4.6 

3.7 

3.7 

3.6 

3.1 

3.6 

Violence  and  Suicide 

3.6 

3.3 

3.7 

4.3 

4.4 

4.1 

4.1 

Other 

...  53.7 

36.3 

34.7 

29.2 

31.4 

30.5 

30.9 

The  most  striking  facts  brought  out  are  the  reductions  in  the 
proportion  of  deaths  due  to  acute  infections  (scarlet-fever,  diph- 
theria, etc.),  tuberculosis  and  respiratory  diseases.  On  the  other 
hand  cancer  and  heart  diseases  now  bulk  more  and  more  in  the 
list  of  causes  of  death.  The  three  former  groups  affect  very 
largely  persons  of  younger  ages  while  the  two  latter  are  in  chief 
measure  troubles  of  the  old.  One  view  that  may  be  taken,  there- 
fore, is  that  better  care  taken  among  comparatively  young  persons 
leads  to  a survival  of  people  to  the  ages  for  cancer  and  heart 
disease  to  show  themselves.  Attention  is  devoted  to  research 
work  in  connection  with  both  these  groups  ; electrical  and 
radium  treatment  supplementing  operative  treatment  in  early 
cases  offers  possibilities  in  respect  of  malignant  growths  including 
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cancer,  but  the  heart  is  an  organ  which  is  working  continuously 
during  the  life  of  the  individual  and  presumably  a time  must 
arrive  when  its  elasticity  of  function  must  fail  gradually. 

So  far  as  children  of  school  age  are  concerned,  arrangements 
are  made  for  their  examination  from  time  to  time  by  one  of  the 
group  of  physicians  associated  with  the  Bristol  University  Centre 
for  Cardiac  Research.  As  a result,  after  careful  examination  it 
has  been  found  that  the  compensation  was  so  good  that  the 
majority  of  the  children  were  allowed  to  continue  to  lead  a normal 
life.  With  the  strain  of  later  life,  these  would  form  a section  of 
the  group  now  in  question. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

232  children  died  in  the  first  year  of  life,  a rate  per  1,000,  of 
the  4,680  children  born  during  the  year,  of  50.  This  figure  is 
low  but  is  not  the  record,  as  48  was  reached  in  1923  and  1933  ; 
the  chief  cause  of  the  slight  rise  was  increase  in  the  fatality  of 
whooping  cough  and  early  trouble  such  as  premature  birth  and 
congenital  debility.  The  improved  attention  given  to  the  care 
of  infants  is  evidenced  in  the  following  table  showing  the  infantile 
mortality  for  groups  of  five  years  in  the  present  century  : 


1934 

1933 

1932 

1931 

1926- 

1930 

1921- 

1925 

1916- 

1920 

1911- 

1915 

1906- 

1910 

1901- 

1905 

it  Urban 

56 

52 

60 

55 

58 

68 

69 

87 

95.5 

111 

r Rural 

47 

46 

46 

54.5 

52 

53 

66 

77 

75 

92.5 

) i Administrative 
Comity 

50 

48 

50.5 

55 

54 

55 

67 

80 

81 

98 

i»  England  and 

59 

64 

65 

66 

68 

76 

90 

110 

117 

138 

Wales 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

1.  Notification  of  Births. 

The  proportion  of  births  notified  within  36  hours  of  their 
occurrence  is  77.3%.  There  were  4,884  births  registered  and  3,777 
notified,  of  which  3,294  (87.2%)  were  notified  by  midwives  and 
maternity  nurses  and  483  (12.8%)  by  parents  and  doctors. 

2.  The  following  figures  are  the  returns  of  the  number  of  visits 
paid  during  the  year  by  all  health  visitors  : 
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First  Visits.  Total  Visits. 

(a)  To  expectant  mothers  1,689  13,226 

(b)  To  children  under  1 year  3,557  25,166 

(c)  To  children  between 

1 — 5 years  46,873 


5,246  85,265 


These  numbers  show  fewer  individual  visits  than  during  1933. 
The  full  time  health  visitors  have  a large  amount  of  work  in  connec- 
tion with  clinics  and  centres  and  are  not  able  to  give  as  much  time 
as  formerly  to  visiting  in  the  homes. 

3.  Measles  Visiting. 

This  disease  was  much  more  in  evidence  during  the  year  and 
241  cases  were  nursed  at  home  by  the  district  nurses.  Eleven 
children  died  and  every  effort  was  made  to  bring  home  to  the 
parents  the  seriousness  of  the  condition,  and  to  give  the  most  efficient 
nursing  service. 

4.  Infant  Peotection  Visiting. 

The  duties  of  the  Council  remain  the  same  as  amended  by  Part 
V of  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1932,  and  a great  deal  of 
work  is  entailed  in  the  supervision  of  foster-homes.  There  are  many 
changes  in  the  children  boarded  out  by  approved  societies  and  much 
following-up  is  required. 

Number  of  foster-parents  on  the  Register,  1 Jan.  1934  123 

>>  ,,  31  Dec.  1934  121 

26  new  foster-parents  were  registered  during  the  year. 

Number  of  children  on  the  Register,  lJan.1934  157 

>>  >>  >>  >>  31  Dec.  1934  ...  148 

28  new  children  were  registered  during  the  year. 

5.  Admissions  to  Hospital. 

(a)  Maternity  Cases. 

As  in  previous  years  the  circumstances  of  every  case  requesting 
admission  during  pregnancy  or  confinement  and  afterwards  are 
considered  by  the  Committee.  Those  cases  in  which  there  is  some 
medical  condition  present  or  anticipated  difficulty,  are  admitted 
without  question,  but  where  the  application  is  made  on  account 
of  unsatisfactory  home  conditions  the  details  are  fully  considered. 
The  Committee  feel  that  it  is  important  that  such  cases  should  be 
removed  to  a suitable  institution  for  confinement  and  that  the  risks 
of  remaining  at  home  are  great  and  should  not  be  taken.  As  the 
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Committee  felt  hampered  in  their  work  along  these  lines  the  Council 
agreed  to  increase  the  sum  available  for  the  provision  of  institutional 
accommodation  for  such  cases.  During  the  year  220  applications 
were  considered  by  the  Committee  of  which  207  were  approved  for 
admission.  Four  of  these  cases  were  not  admitted  until  the  next 
year  and  7 cancelled  their  booking.  There  were,  therefore,  196 
approved  cases  in  1934  which  with  3 cases  approved  during  1933, 
made  a total  of  199  maternity  admissions  to  various  hospitals. 

Causes  Necessitating  Admission. 


Obstetric. 


Contracted  pelvis 

26 

Abnormal  presentation 

...  . 34 

Toxaemia 

48 

Difficult  labour 

5 

Other  complications 

26 

139 

Medical. 

Heart  disease  and  anaemia 

9 

Other  medical  conditions 

15 

24 

Home  Conditions 

• • • 

22 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

• • • 

14 

199 


6.  Infants  and  Young  Children. 

There  were  fewer  applications  for  the  admission  to  hospital 
of  children  during  the  year,  although  there  was  an  increase  in 
the  number  referred  for  in-patient  treatment  on  account  of  ophthal- 
mia neonatorum.  The  children  in  the  early  stages  of  rickets  or 
suffering  from  marasmus  make  very  good  progress  in  hospital, 
which  is  maintained  if  they  remain  sufficiently  long  for  the  improve- 
ment to  be  established,  but  if  they  leave  too  soon  they  quickly 
relapse.  In  every  case  they  are  constantly  visited  at  home  to  con- 
tinue advice  to  the  mother.  The  admissions  to  Hospital  year  by 
year  are  as  follows  : — 

Mai-  Ophthalmia 

nutrition,  etc.  Neonatorum. 


1930 

• • • 

17 

2 

1931 

• • • 

17 

3 

1932 

• • • 

9 

7 

1933 

• • • 

23 

2 

1934 

• • • 

15 

6 

7.  Consultant  Opinions. 

There  are  many  cases  in  which  difficulty  arises  during  the 
confinement,  or  acute  illness  supervenes  after  delivery  and  in  several 
of  these  the  doctors  avail  themselves  of  the  service  of  a consultant. 
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In  most  cases  the  patient  is  removed  to  hospital  in  order  that  every 
possible  attention  may  be  given.  The  number  of  cases  year  by 
year  are  as  follows  : — 


1930  14 

1931  15 

1932  8 

1933  7 

1934  8 


8.  Assisted  Milk  Supplies. 

Owing  to  the  continuance  of  short  hours  of  employment  in 
certain  parts  of  the  county  and  of  low  wages,  the  number  of  applica- 
tions for  free  milk  supply  continues  at  a high  level,  and  the  majority 
of  these  are  well  within  the  scale  of  earnings  on  which  the  Council 
authorises  milk  to  be  given.  No  supply  is  continued  for  longer 
than  six  months  except  on  a medical  certificate,  but  there  are  so 
many  cases  of  underweight  and  malnourished  babies  that  the 
supply  is  often  extended  beyond  that  period.  This  milk  grant  is 
of  great  benefit  and  many  expressions  of  gratitude  are  made  by 
the  mothers. 


1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

Number  of  new  applications  489 

596 

602 

756 

763 

Number  of  renewals  3,233 

4,427 

3,583 

3,088 

3,371 

9.  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  1927. 

There  were  25  homes  registered  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
for  the  reception  of  maternity  or  medical  patients.  There  are 
many  fewer  people  apparently  who  wish  to  enter  private  nursing 
homes  and  some  of  the  homes  are  having  a difficult  time  and  have 
arranged  to  accept  paying  guests  in  the  summer  and  chronic  invalids, 
not  necessarily  bed-ridden  in  the  winter.  One  new  home  was 
registered  for  4 general  cases  during  the  year,  making  a total  of 
26  homes  under  supervision. 

10.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

(a)  Pre-natal  centres. 

The  six  centres  already  established  have  continued  their  work 
during  the  year  and  a new  centre  was  opened  at  Fairford  Hospital 
in  March.  This  served  a very  scattered  district  and  was  much 
appreciated  by  the  midwives  who  had  experienced  some  difficulty 
in  obtaining  ante-natal  medical  supervision  for  their  patients.  In 
the  more  populous  centres,  Lydney,  Soundwell,  Cinderford  and 
Stroud,  the  attendances  have  increased  during  the  year,  and  the 
mothers  seem  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  attend.  The  arrangements 
made  with  the  clinics  in  Bristol,  Cheltenham  and  Gloucester  con- 
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tinue  and  we  are  grateful  for  these  opportunities  for  our  mothers. 
We  have  also  been  able  to  make  arrangements  with  the  Monmouth- 
shire C.C.  for  cases  living  in  the  west  of  the  county  to  attend  at 
their  County  Clinics  for  examination.  The  work  of  the  centres  is 
particularly  valuable  in  recognising  those  cases  which  should  be 
admitted  to  hospital  for  confinement,  as  is  shown  in  the  fact  that 
out  of  185  cases  recommended  for  admission  80  were  sent  from 
the  pre-natal  centres. 

Following  up  the  suggestion  in  the  report  of  1933  that  the  most 
suitable  persons  to  undertake  the  antenatal  care  for  patients 
would  be  the  private  doctors,  arrangements  have  been  considered 
and  during  1935  a scheme  will  be  brought  into  operation.  There 
will  still  be  a need  for  the  services  of  certain  clinics  but  in  more 
rural  districts  they  will  probably  be  no  longer  necessary  as  routine 
centres  and  would  be  used  as  consultative  centres  only. 

The  following  summary  records  the  work  of  the  Centres  during 
1934  : 

Number  of  new  patients  County  Centres  : 

pre-natal  ...  441 

post-natal  ...  21 

Number  of  old  patients  ...  ...  ...  62 

524 

Number  of  new  patients,  other  centres  ...  207 

731 

Number  of  attendances  at  County  Centres  : 

pre-natal  ...  933 

post-natal  ...  123 

— 1,056 

Number  of  sessions  at  County  Centres  ...  95 

Chief  defects  noted  at  county  centres  : 

Dental  defects  ...  ...  ...  63 

Obstetric  abnormalities  ...  ...  124 
Medical  conditions  ...  ...  91 

Cases  recommended  for  admission  80 

(6)  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Great  activity  was  seen  during  the  year  in  the  formation  of 
more  welfare  centres,  and  new  centres  were  started  at  Bourton-on- 
the-Water,  Drybrook,  Northleach,  Southrop  and  Eastleach 
respectively,  making  a total  of  46  centres  in  the  county.  The  work 
of  the  voluntary  Federation  is  extended  to  these  new  centres  and 
help  is  given  in  their  organisation  and  routine.  The  standard  of 
the  centres  is  generally  very  good,  though  more  attention  might 
be  given  to  the  play  side  for  the  older  children  which  gives  an 
opportunity  for  the  child  to  express  himself  and  also  for  the  mother 
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to  see  her  child  in  relation  to  other  children.  The  County  Health 
Superintendents  are  constantly  visiting  the  centres,  and  through 
the  panel  of  speakers  an  endeavour  is  made  to  keep  up  the  standard 
of  educational  talks  in  the  centres.  There  is  still  room  for  more 
centres  as  the  county  is  by  no  means  covered,  especially  in  the 
Forest  of  Dean  where  the  need  for  help  and  advice  is  very  great 
in  difficult  times. 

Total  attendances  at  all  centres  : 

(a)  by  children  under  1 year  of  age  ...  9,802 

(b)  by  children  over  1 year  of  age  ...  17,277 

11.  Dental  Treatment. 

Arrangements  for  the  dental  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  children  under  5 years  have  been  continued  at  the 
out-stations  at  Soundwell,  Coleford  and  Campden  and  at  Stroud 
Hospital.  The  dentists  hold  routine  clinics  at  each  centre  monthly 
and  such  other  sessions  as  may  be  necessary  to  deal  with  the  work. 
The  mothers  are  chiefly  referred  from  the  pre-natal  and  child 
welfare  centres  but  any  doctor  or  midwife  having  a patient  requiring 
dental  treatment  may  send  her  to  the  nearest  centre.  The  welfare 
centres  perform  useful  work  in  collecting  payment  for  dentures  in 
instalments  and  forwarding  the  amount  when  it  has  been  paid  in  full. 
Most  of  the  mothers  require  some  type  of  denture  and  owing  to  the 
low  cost  at  which  the  Council  is  able  to  provide  dentures 
the  patients  are  usually  able  to  meet  the  whole  charge  and  in  only 
8 cases  during  1934  had  assistance  to  be  given,  amounting  to  a sum 
of  £9  10s.  Od. 

The  children  are  usually  referred  from  welfare  centres  where 
they  may  be  seen  by  the  dentist  when  paying  a routine  visit  ; they 
chiefly  require  extractions  of  decayed  primary  teeth. 

Summary  of  dental  work  during  1934  : 

Mothers.  Children.  Total 


Number  of  new  cases 

153 

43 

196 

Number  of  cases  from  previous  years 

114 

5 

119 

Number  of  attendances 

Number  of  anaesthetics  : 

816 

49 

865 

general  . . . 

184 

9 

193 

local 

143 

28 

171 

Number  of  dentures  completed 

95 

95 

12.  Educational  Work. 

{a)  Travelling  Health  Exhibition. 

This  Exhibition  visited  1 0 villages  in  February  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Bisley,  Colesbourne  and  Chedworth.  This  was  one  of  the 
most  satisfactory  tours  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  attendances 
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and  the  interest  shown  by  the  adult  audiences.  This  tour  com- 
pleted a total  of  109  villages  visited  over  6 years  and  it  was  decided 
not  to  hold  the  usual  tour  in  the  autumn,  but  to  re-arrange  the 
Exhibition  as  a whole  and  plan  a new  route  for  future  tours.  It 
was  also  decided  that,  as  the  schools  in  urban  districts  had  not  been 
giver  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the  exhibition,  special  visits  should 
be  paid  in  November  to  Staple  Hill  School,  and  Castle  Street  School, 
Stroud.  This  was  arranged  and  each  school  was  visited  for  a week. 
The  Education  Committee  gave  special  assistance  for  this  work 
and  the  schools  were  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  Exhibition  Committee 
for  that  period.  1,300  children  and  90  parents  saw  the  exhibit? 
at  Staple  Hill  and  1,030  children  and  60  parents  at  Stroud.  This 
was  a useful  experiment  and  enabled  all  the  children  in  these 
districts  to  have  the  chance  which  had  been  available  to  the  rural 
schools. 

(b)  Lectures  and  Addresses. 

There  has  been  a constant  demand  from  Women’s  Institutes 
for  talks  on  health  subjects,  but  it  is  not  always  possible  to 
arrange  for  a speaker  at  short  notice.  Eight  lectures  have  been 
arranged  during  the  year  of  which  seven  were  given  by  the  M.&  C.W. 
medical  officer.  There  have  also  been  several  meetings  in  connec- 
tion with  welfare  centres  at  which  talks  have  been  given,  and  other 
meetings  of  midwives  or  nursing  associations  as  well  as  the  ad- 
dresses to  adult  audiences  during  the  Health  Exhibition. 

The  County  Council  have  agreed  to  meet  any  request  from  an 
organisation  or  society  for  lectures  on  health  subjects,  and  the 
Women’s  Institute  Federation  has  asked  for  a syllabus  of  3 lectures 
on  these  lines.  Should  the  demand  become  very  generalised, 
difficulty  may  be  met  in  finding  sufficient  competent  speakers  to 
meet  it. 

13.  Administration  op  the  Midwives  Acts,  1934. 

Provision  of  Midwifery  Services. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  year  was  as  follows  : 


Number  of  practising  midwives  : — 

Trained  (a)  Working  for  Associations  ...  ...  188 

(b)  Private  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Untrained — private  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Parishes  : — 

(а)  Covered  by  District  Nurse  Midwives  ...  ...  342 

(б)  Covered  by  Independent  Midwives  ...  ...  6 

(c)  With  no  Certified  Midwife  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  registered  births  ...  ...  ...  4,884 
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Number  of  cases  attended  by  certified  mid  wives 
Percentage  of  births  attended  by  certified  midwives 
Number  of  cases  requiring  medical  help 
Percentage  of  cases  requiring  medical  help 


2,489 

50.9 

1,288 

51.7 


1.  Midwifery  Services  by 
District  Nurses. 

(a)  Association  affiliated  with 


Glos.  C.N.A. 


Nos.  of 

D.N.A.  Parishes 


129  336 


Area  in 

Acres  Population 
742,221  270,948 


( b ) Associations  affiliated  to 


2 

1 


3 

3 

6 

2 


3,106 

6,307 

22,928 

3,358 


500 

758 


other  D.N.A. 

(c)  Associations  not  affiliated 


14,042 

385 


2.  Services  by  Independent  midwives 

3.  No  certified  midwives 


Total  Administrative  County 


132  350  777,920  286,633 


(Excluding  Cheltenham  M.B.) 

Two  new  nursing  associations  have  been  formed  during  the 
year ; at  Ashchurch  and  Rodborough.  In  the  latter  case  the 
association  did  not  undertake  the  health  work  at  first,  but  during 
the  early  part  of  1935  the  health  visiting  work  was  handed  over,  the 
school  work  remaining  under  the  Stroud  association. 

The  Barnwood  association  was  dissolved  in  view  of  the 
alteration  to  the  City  boundary  which  would  absorb  most  of  Barn- 
wood,  and  a new  district  has  been  formed  for  Longleavens. 

Amalgamation  was  effected  in  the  Newent  district  which  had 
previously  been  made  up  of  four  associations,  Newent,  Clifford  s 
Mesne,  Gorsley  and  Pauntley.  It  was  considered  that  more  efficient 
service  would  be  given  by  organising  the  work  as  one  district  and 
appointing  two  fully  qualified  nurses  with  the  advantage  of  a 
motor  car,  and  this  was  done. 

King  Edward  Memorial  Nurses. 

Nurses  maintained  from  the  King  Edward  Memorial  Fund 
were  utilised  for  emergency  duty  for  50  weeks  and  for  holiday  duty 
for  12  weeks  and  3 days.  Additional  relief  nurses  were  also  supplied 
for  130  weeks  for  emergency  duties. 

Confinements  attended  by  Certified  Midwives. 

The  number  of  registered  births  during  1934  was  4,884,  an 
increase  on  the  four  previous  years.  Of  these  2,489,  50.9%,  were 
attended  by  midwives  which  is  a smaller  percentage  than  for  some 
time.  Several  of  the  cases  originally  engaging  a midwife  were 
recommended  for  hospital  admission  either  at  the  clinics  or  on 
medical  examination.  In  52%  of  their  cases  midwives  sought 
medical  help  for  some  condition  occurring  during  the  pregnancy  or 
confinement,  for  which  medical  attention  was  required  under  the 
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rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board.  The  Board  issued  a new 
series  of  rules  in  October,  in  which  certain  new  conditions  were 
included  as  necessitating  medical  help.  The  midwives  generally 
are  maintaining  a good  standard  of  work  and  give  a great  deal  of 
care  and  attention  to  their  patients. 


Summary  of  notices  received  from  Midwives. 


1934. 

1933. 

Notification  of  intention  to  practise  ... 

309 

289 

Number  of  confinements  attended  by 

midwives 

• • • • • 

• m • • 

2,489 

2,567 

Number 

Percentage. 

Number. 

Percentage. 

Medical  help  f Pregnancy  219 

Mother  < Labour 

781 

1101 

44.2 

1,093 

42.5 

L Lying-in 

101 

Baby 

• • • 

187 

7.5 

177 

7.0 

Death  : Mother 

• • • 

2 

.07 

5 

.19 

Baby  ... 

• • • 

31 

1.2 

16 

.62 

Still  Births 

• • • 

51 

1.9 

44 

1.7 

Artificial  Feeding 

• • • 

44 

1.7 

36 

1.4 

1,416 

56.57  1,371 

53.4 

Source  of  Infection 

♦ • • 

101 

139 

Laying  out  of  dead  body 

• • • 

20 

41 

Artificial  feeding 

• • • 

105 

45 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

During  the  year  midwives  called  in  medical  help  for  55  of 
their  cases  suffering  from  rise  of  temperature.  Of  these,  12  patients 
were  sufficiently  seriously  ill  for  the  doctors  to  notify  them  as 
cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  and  in  addition  22  private  cases  were 
notified  by  the  doctors  making  a total  of  34  notifications.  Ad- 
mission to  hospital  was  arranged  for  16  of  these  cases,  14  under  the 
Council’s  arrangements  and  2 privately.  Several  of  these  cases  were 
very  ill  and  9 died  in  spite  of  the  skill  and  care  given  them.  No 
definite  cause  could  be  given  for  many  of  the  conditions  and  in  21 
cases  the  confinement  had  been  normal  and  there  had  been  no 
interference  in  the  delivery. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

During  the  year  24  mothers  died  during  pregnancy  or  within 
four  weeks  of  delivery — 2 additional  patients  died  later  than  that 
period  but  as  their  deaths  could  be  definitely  attributed  to  compli- 
cations arising  as  a result  of  confinement  they  are  included  in 
the  total  number.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  year  is  4.9. 
In  twelve  cases  death  occurred  at  the  first  confinement — 7 patients 
being  over  27  years  of  age.  This  older  age  for  the  first  pregnancy 
may  have  some  bearing  on  the  fatal  result.  In  two  cases  only  was 
there  some  associated  medical  condition  present.  Full  investigation 
is  made  into  every  case,  the  results  of  which  are  sent  to  the  Ministry 
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of  Health  for  their  information.  This  year  there  was  only  one 
case  in  which  an  attendant  had  not  been  engaged  and  ante-natal 
examinations  made  but  5 patients  had  not  reported  various  un- 
satisfactory conditions  or  carried  out  orders  in  respect  of  abnor- 
malities found  on  examination.  In  13  cases  it  was  impossible  to 
see,  even  after  the  event,  any  course  of  action  which  would  have 
prevented  the  fatal  termination.  It  has  been  found  that  patients, 
particularly  younger  ones,  are  frightened  by  the  information  given 
in  the  press  and  elsewhere  about  maternal  deaths  and  the  most 
important  work  at  the  clinics  and  in  all  pre-natal  supervision  is  to 
give  the  patient  confidence  to  overcome  her  fears. 

Summary  of  Cases  : 


Number  of  deaths  (a)  at  home 

(b)  in  hospital 


Number  of  patients  delivered  : (a)  at  home  ...  11 

(b)  in  hospital  ...  12 

Number  of  patients  who  died  undelivered  ...  3 


Causes  of  Death : 

(1)  Directly  connected  with  pregnancy  or  confinement  : 

Puerperal  sepsis 

Toxaemia 

Haemorrhage 

Shock  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Thrombosis  and  Embolism 
Pelvic  Abscess 
Rupture  of  Uterus 

(2)  Associated  conditions  : 

Tuberculosis 

Pneumonia 


12 

4 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 
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Discharging  Eyes . 

There  appear  to  have  been  a large  number  of  infants  suffer- 
ing from  discharging  eyes  as  74  notices  were  sent  by  midwives  in 
respect  of  this  condition.  The  majority  of  the  cases  were  very 
slight  and  cleared  up  within  a few  days,  but  there  were  16  cases  in 
which  the  doctors  notified  the  child  as  suffering  from  ophthalmia 
neonatorum.  Six  of  these  were  moved  to  hospital  for  special 
treatment  and  the  others  remained  at  home  under  the  care  of  the 
doctor  and  nurse.  Fifteen  of  the  children  completely  recovered 
and  their  vision  is  unimpaired,  but  in  one  case  the  child  lost  the 
sight  of  the  left  eye. 
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Still-births  and  Early  Infant  Deaths . 

There  were  141  still-births  notified  during  the  year  and  of  these 
49  occurred  in  midwives’  cases,  where  no  doctor  was  present.  The 
usual  enquiries  were  made  in  each  case,  but  no  definite  causes  can 
be  given  which  could  have  been  dealt  with  beforehand  and  pre- 
vented the  still-birth,  except  possibly  in  the  11  cases  where  the 
mothers  suffered  from  some  illness  during  the  pregnancy  which 
had  not  always  been  reported.  In  16  cases  there  was  difficulty  at 
the  delivery  and  in  5 cases  gross  deformity  of  the  child. 

Inquiries  were  also  made  into  40  deaths  of  infants  occurring 
within  one  month  of  birth.  This  is  the  group  which  does  not  appear 
to  show  any  reduction  in  numbers  and  it  is  difficult  to  know  what 
causes  to  assign  to  the  deaths  as  the  infants  are  usually  particularly 
well  looked  after  immediately  after  birth.  It  is  anticipated  that 
the  best  results  will  be  obtained  from  the  care  of  the  expectant 
mother  in  promoting  her  health  and  preventing  as  far  as  possible 
premature  births — the  stated  cause  of  18  of  these  deaths — and 
difficult  confinements  which  may  cause  injury  to  the  child  from 
which  it  cannot  recover. 

Special  Visits  and  Inspections. 

Routine  visits  of  inspection  are  paid  to  midwives  by  the  County 
Health  Superintendents  and  the  County  Nursing  Superintendent  and 
her  assistant.  844  such  visits  were  paid  during  the  year,  when  the 
books  were  inspected  and  the  opportunity  taken  to  talk  over  the 
special  difficulties  of  the  midwives.  In  addition  203  visits  were  paid 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  special  cases  which  required 
immediate  attention. 

WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

The  number  of  blind  persons  has  fallen  fairly  steadily  from 
698  in  March  1931  to  620  in  March  1935.  In  the  earlier  years 
of  the  scheme,  the  records  were  incomplete  and  even  after  fourteen 
years  old  standing  cases  come  to  our  knowledge  for  the  first  time. 
Thus  the  70  new  cases  include,  in  addition  to  those  who  have  come 
into  the  county  or  have  come  within  the  definition  of  blind  during 
the  year,  a few  persons  who  have  been  discovered  during  the  year. 
Every  endeavour  is  made  to  ensure  that  the  certificate  of  an  oph- 
thalmic surgeon  is  available  with  respect  to  all  persons  on  the 
register  ; all  new  cases  are  so  certified  systematically  and  those 
who  were  admitted  to  the  register  in  the  early  days  without  such 
an  examination  are  being  reviewed  by  the  ophthalmic  surgeons 
gradually.  Some  of  these  are  found  with  improved  vision  and  not  to 
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be  blind  within  the  legal  definition  and  the  names  of  such  persons 
are  removed  from  the  register  ; the  numbers  so  removed  were  8 
in  1932,  11  in  1933  and  23  in  1934.  There  are  now  only  a few 
persons  left  for  review.  In  addition  to  those  certified  as  blind, 
persons  with  seriously  defective  vision  are  under  observation  with 
a view  to  appropriate  assistance  as  and  when  the  time  arrives  ; 
the  number  of  these  in  1934  was  129. 

The  changes  in  the  ages  of  known  blind  persons  and  the 
decrease  in  the  early  incidence  of  blindness  even  in  so  short  a 
period  as  thirteen  years  is  evidenced  in  the  following  statement  : 


Percentages  of  all  Blind  Persons  in  Age  Groups. 


0—5 
6—20 
21—50 
Over  50 


• • • 


• • • 


Registered  Age  at  which 

Persons.  Blindness  occurred. 


1923 

1934 

1923* 

1934 

.9 

.3 

30.2 

15.3 

9.6 

3.9 

10.1 

7.4 

29.75 

15.7 

23.65 

25.7 

59.7 

79.9 

31.55 

51.6 

* In  29  cases  the  age  was  not  known. 

One  of  the  most  common  causes  of  blindness  was  formerly 
ophthalmia  neonatorum,  and  of  the  565  known  cases  in  1923, 
150  were  blind  in  their  first  year  of  life  ; in  1934  the  corresponding 
number  in  respect  of  the  619  blind  was  only  82. 

The  cause — ophthalmia  neonatorium — has  been  notifiable  for 
twenty-one  years  ; the  number  of  cases  reported  in  this  period 
is  493  and  as  a result  of  the  prompt  care  taken,  in  only  two  instances 
has  there  been  any  permanent  defect  of  vision  and  that  slight  in 
each  case. 


The  voluntary  County  Association,  which  is  the  agent  of  the 
County  Council  Care  of  the  Blind,  and  of  which  Mrs.  Page  has 
been  ^the  indefatigable  Honorary  Secretary  for  seven  years, 
presented  its  thirteenth  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1933-34 
and  the  following  extracts  bring  out  clearly  the  value  of  the 
personal  service  rendered  by  the  voluntary  workers  : 

In  this  year  of  our  King’s  Silver  Jubilee  it  is  particularly 
gratifying  to  have  so  encouraging  a Report  to  present,  the  most 
pleasant  part  being  the  record  of  much  interest  and  practical  help 
given  by  voluntary  helpers  for  which  the  Committee  cannot  be  too 
grateful. 

Registration.— During  the  year  113  cases  have  been 
examined  by  Ophthalmic  Surgeons  for  purpose  of  Certification  of 
Blindness,  92  being  certified  as  “ Blind  within  the  meaning  of  the 
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Act,”  while  41  persons  were  examined  by  Ophthalmic  Surgeons 
for  prescription  for  glasses,  or  for  possible  treatment  for  prevention 
of  blindness.  Fares  and  part  cost  of  glasses  amounted  to  £8  17  9. 


619 

57 

19 

23 

70 


Total  on  Index  on  March  31st,  1935 
Loss  by  death  ... 

Removals  from  County 
Removed  by  De-certification 
New  Cases 


One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  cases  of  partial  blindness  are 
kept  under  observation. 

Education.- — There  are  2 blind  children  under  five  years  of 
age,  of  whom  one  is  mentally  unfit  ; the  other  we  hope  may  go 
shortly  to  a Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies,  but  the  parents  have 
not  yet  consented  to  this.  Of  the  14  children  under  sixteen,  9 
are  at  Blind  Schools,  1 (a  cripple  boy)  has  special  instruction  given 
to  him  by  his  bedside,  2 are  mentally  deficient,  and  the  parents 
of  2 refuse,  at  present,  to  have  education  for  their  children  at 
Blind  Schools. 

There  are  11  between  the  ages  of  16  and  21,  of  whom  3 are 
trainees,  1 a journeyman  at  Cheltenham  Workshops  for  the  Blind, 
1 refuses  to  be  trained,  1 is  employed  on  a gentleman’s  estate,  and 
5 are  mentally  and  physically  unfit. 

Glos.  Fund  for  the  Blind. — We  congratulate  Mr.  King 
Cummings  the  Secretary  of  the  Western  Branch  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  on  the  record  sum  collected  this  year.  Our 
share  of  this  amounts  to  £1,012  7s.  2d.  We  wish  to  thank  all  those 
ho  have  helped  him  by  organizing  Whist  Drives,  Emblem  Days, 
etc.,  in  aid  of  this  Fund.  75%  of  the  profit  of  these  efforts  is 
retained  for  the  benefit  of  the  Blind  in  the  County. 

Grants  and  Pensions.— Without  these  Grants  and  Pensions 
the  work,  not  only  of  the  Committee  but  of  those  who  visit  and 
teach  the  Blind,  would  be  sadly  curtailed.  A mere  recording  of 
names  and  figures  can  in  no  way  represent  all  that  they  mean  to 
workers  and  recipients.  Therefore  the  Committee,  the  Teachers, 
and  the  Blind  themselves  express  their  grateful  thanks  in  this 
Report. 

Again  the  Gyde  Trustees  have  generously  given  £50  for  the 
care  of  blind  children  in  this  County,  and  the  following  is  a list  of 
other  Benefactors  : 
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Pensions  received  during  year — Clothworkers’  Company  3 

Gardner’s  Trust  for  the  Blind  ...  ...  ...  3 

Hetherington  Charities  for  Aged  Blind  ....  ...  12 

Kemp’s  Fund,  Bristol  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

National  Institute  for  the  Blind  ...  ...  ...  1 

Royal  Blind  Pensions,  including  a Brodie  Sewell  ...  2 

Sir  Beachcroft  Towse  Ex-Service  Fund  ...  ...  1 

Solicitors’  Benevolent  Fund  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Arthur  Hawkesley  Fund  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Home  Teaching  Service. — The  Staff  is  the  same  as  last 
year — three  whole-time  and  one  half-time  Home  Teachers. 
Between  them  they  have  driven  32,181  miles,  paid  5,898  visits  to 
the  Blind,  given  591  lessons  in  Braille,  Moon  and  Handicrafts, 
and  written  3,481  letters.  Good  systematic  visiting  has  been 
done  all  through  the  year,  bringing  help  and  comfort  into  many 
darkened  lives. 

The  areas  remain  as  before.  Miss  I).  Bedford  has  185  Blind 
and  40  Watch  Cases  ; Miss  M.  L.  Hobbs,  180  Blind  and  31  Watch 
Cases  ; Miss  M.  Saleby  (half-time),  88  Blind  and  21  Watch  Cases, 
and  Miss  A.  C.  Wynn  Lloyd,  166  Blind  and  37  Watch  Cases. 

Necessitous  Blind. — The  Case  Committee  met  Quarterly 
and  considered  about  200  Cases  each  time.  Grants  amounting  to 
£1,508  10s.  Od.  were  distributed  by  112  Almoners.  This  work  by 
the  Almoners  is  entirely  voluntary  and  deserves  great  appreciation, 
especially  that  done  by  busy  Postmasters  and  Mistresses,  who  give 
splendid  help  by  regular  weekly  payments  to  the  Blind. 

On  April  1st,  1935,  the  Gloucestershire  County  Council  took 
over  the  Domiciliary  Assistance  to  Unemployable  and  other 
Necessitous  Blind  Persons  formerly  helped  by  the  Public  Assis- 
tance Committee,  who  will  refund  the  sums  paid  to  sighted  depen- 
dents of  such  Blind  Persons  ; the  Gloucestershire  County 
Association  for  the  Blind  to  be  responsible  for  the  administration, 
and  to  report  fully  thereon  to  the  County  Council  following  all  the 
regulations  laid  down  by  them.  26  cases  were  taken  over  on 
April  1st. 

A sum  of  £56  16s.  lid.  has  been  spent  on  special  needs  for 
Sick  and  Poor  Blind  Persons  not  eligible  for  regular  grants. 

Sales  of  Work. — These  have  been  most  encouraging  and 
much  kindness  has  been  received  from  those  who  so  generously 
lent  their  houses  ; those  who  opened  the  Sales,  and  those  who 
gave  their  services. 

At  Batsford  Park,  lent  by  Lord  and  Lady  Dulverton,  where 
the  Sale  was  opened  by  Lady  Redesdale,  a record  sum  of  £68  Is.  6d. 
was  taken.  At  Fairford  Park,  lent  by  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Palmer, 
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where  Lady  Darrell  opened  the  Sale,  the  receipts  were  only  a few 
pounds  less,  being  £61  13s.  Od.  The  Women’s  Institutes  had  nearly 
the  same  total  with  £61  2s.  5d.,  the  proceeds  of  Sales  held  at 
Ashchurch,  Longhope,  Newnham-on-Severn  and  Mitcheldean. 
Private  Sales  by  the  Home  Teachers,  amounting  to  £79  2s.  6d., 
deserve  much  commendation.  The  grand  total  of  £338  7s.  9Jd. 
is  the  highest  yet  reached. 

Social  Centres. — The  devoted  friends  who  keep  these  Clubs 
going,  and  who  have  made  them  such  a feature  of  the  work  for 
the  Blind,  know  better  than  can  be  expressed  here  how  much 
their  work  means  to  us  all,  and  how  we  value  what  they  have 
done  and  what  they  plan  to  do. 

Parties. — On  July  6th,  Sir  Percival  and  Lady  Marling  gave  a 
delightful  Garden  Party  at  Stanley  Park  to  the  Blind  from  Ciren- 
cester, Tewkesbury  and  Stroud  Urban  and  Bural  Areas.  Over  100 
guests  were  received  separately  by  the  Host  and  Hostess,  and 
lavishly  provided  for.  After  Tea  on  the  lawns,  at  which  fruit  and 
ices  were  also  much  enjoyed,  they  were  thrilled  by  a clever 
entertainer,  their  happy  laughter  and  responsiveness  made  it 
difficult  to  realise  that  not  one  of  them  could  see  him.  It  is  well 
known  to  workers  that  the  Blind  have  an  unerring  sense  of  the 
quality  of  their  surroundings,  so  that  nothing  of  the  beauty,  or  of 
the  care  bestowed,  were  wasted. 

Then  on  July  22nd  another  lovely  party  with  every  kind  of 
good  thing  was  given  by  Mrs.  Vyner  Ellis  of  Ministerworth  Court, 
to  the  Blind  of  the  Westbury-on-Severn  Area.  This  too,  was 
thoroughly  enjoyed  and  appreciated  by  all. 

On  September  7th  and  again  at  Christmas,  our  kind  friend, 
Mrs.  Roscoe,  gave  parties  in  her  own  house  to  the  Blind  around 
Coleford,  and  each  visitor,  on  leaving,  was  given  a surprise  packet 
which  contained  some  excellent  bacon,  a very  acceptable  gift. 
The  Blind  of  the  Lydney  Area  were  not  forgotten,  and  were 
kindly  entertained  by  Mrs.  Liddell  at  Lydney  Park  on  October 
21st  ; the  Cheltenham  Blind,  too  were  invited  to  Boddington 
Manor  in  the  summer,  and  spent  an  afternoon  of  enjoyment  all  too 
rare  in  their  restricted  lives. 

“ Toe  H ” and  also  the  Dickens  Fellowship  gave  Christmas 
Parties  and  presents  with  their  usual  generosity.  For  all  these 
things,  the  Committee  records  its  sincere  thanks. 

Registered  Home  Workers. — The  thirteen  Home  Workers, 
under  the  supervision  of  Bristol  Institution,  will  be  grateful  for 
orders. 


28 


Wireless  for  the  Blind. 

A special  note  is  included  by  Miss  G.  M.  Kernaghan  who  has 
taken  the  responsibility  of  organising  the  distribution  and  main- 
tenance of  the  wireless  sets — a no  slight  task.  200  new  sets  have 
been  loaned  and  are  maintained  at  the  cost  of  Mr.  Helmut  Schroder 
and  as  a result  of  his  generosity  there  is  probably  no  area  in  the 
Country  in  which  the  blind  are  so  fortunate. 

Cheltenham  Workshops  for  the  Blind. 

The  workshops  for  the  Blind  in  Cheltenham,  founded  in  1858 
were  transferred  to  the  County  Council  in  1928  and  are  managed 
on  their  behalf,  by  a Committee  of  the  County  Association  for  the 
Blind,  of  which  the  Rev.  R.  H.  M.  Bouth  is  Chairman.  The 
Workshops  are  valued  at  £1,500  and  there  are  other  investments 
to  the  value  of  £12,250,  producing  an  income  of  nearly  £400  ; 
the  annual  cost  of  running  the  workshops  is  about  £1,800.  The 
Committee  present  the  following  report  for  1934-35  : 

The  workers  have  been  fully  employed  during  the  year,  and 
Sales  have  amounted  to  £1,137  a larger  figure  than  for  the  past  two 
years.  The  principal  increase  is  in  the  Mat-making  department 
in  spite  of  a small  reduction  in  price.  In  co-operation  with  the 
County  Blind  Association,  Sales  have  been  held  in  various  parts  of 
the  County  with  satisfactory  results. 

The  number  of  workers  is  now  25,  admissions  during  the  year 
being  William  East  of  Cheltenham,  after  nine  years  at  Westbury- 
on-Trym  Blind  School,  and  Ernest  Morris  of  North  Nibley.  The 
latter  being  “ educationally  blind  ” only,  is  employed  as  a 
“ sighted  ” man.  The  Committee  gratefully  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  legacies  of  £200  from  the  estates  of  the  late  Miss  Hannah 
Evans  Stephens  and  Mrs.  Isabella  Geeves.  These  have  been 
invested  and  are  held  by  the  County  Council  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Workshops. 

Domiciliary  Assistance. 

During  the  year  consideration  was  given  by  the  County 
Council  to  the  desirability  of  transferring  the  care  of  the  blind  and 
also  of  the  dependents  under  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  to 
the  County  Association,  but  the  final  decision  mentioned  in  their 
report  did  not  come  into  effect  until  1935. 

THE  CARE  OF  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

This  is  the  first  time  a section  on  this  group  of  the  com- 
munity appears  in  these  reports.  Its  inclusion  is  due  to  the  request 
of  the  Minister  of  Health  that  Local  Authorities  should  consider 
the  problem  from  two  points  of  view  : (1)  the  placement  of 

affected  persons  in  employment,  and  (2)  the  prevention  of  deaf- 
ness. The  position  is  set  out  in  two  circulars  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (1337  and  1337a  dated  22nd  May,  1933). 
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Up  to  the  present  time  considerable  assistance  has  been  given 
to  the  deaf  by  Associations  established  under  Religious  auspices. 
In  the  Bristol  Diocese  there  is  an  £<  Institute  and  Mission  to  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,”  founded  in  1884,  which  is  undenominational, 
and  in  the  Gloucester  Diocese  a “ Diocesan  Association  for  the 
Welfare  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb”  was  started  in  1919.  These 
bodies  through  their  “ missioners  ” have  done  useful  work  in 
placing  in  employment  persons  whose  disabilities  in  the  way  of 
communicating  with  their  fellows  would  have  found  otherwise 
grave  difficulties  in  getting  work. 

As  regards  prevention,  much  has  been  done  by  the  treatment 
of  children  both  at  and  below  school  age,  by  operation  and  training 
in  good  breathing  habits.  Also,  the  Education  Committee  have 
made  provision  for  many  years  for  the  training,  in  special  schools 
for  the  deaf,  of  children  between  the  ages  of  7 and  16  years.  In 
1934  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  decided  to 
extend  this  training  to  suitable  children  below  5 years  and  the 
Education  Committee  have  agreed  to  take  over  such  cases  from 
5 years  of  age. 

At  a joint  conference  of  County  and  City  representatives  with 
the  Missioners  of  the  two  Associations,  it  was  evidenced  that  both 
had  been  very  successful  in  placing  deaf  and  dumb  persons  in 
regular  employment  but  that  their  energies  were  somewhat  restric- 
ted owing  to  the  comparatively  small  funds  available.  With  a 
view  to  widening  the  range  of  the  useful  services  of  the  Missioners 
in  the  matter  of  placement  in  work,  it  has  been  agreed  that  small 
grants  shall  be  made  to  each  mission  by  the  respective  Public 
Assistance  Committees. 

SCHEME  FOR  THE  EXTENSION  OF  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

The  arrangements  for  the  medical  and  surgical  treatment  of 
persons  coming  within  the  range  of  health  services  were  laid  down 
in  1920  on  lines  for  which  in  certain  respects  there  was  no  prece- 
dent and  it  is  satisfactory  that  no  occasion  has  arisen  for  variation 
of  the  essential  features  which  include  (1)  the  use  of  one  place  for 
all  purposes,  (2)  the  utilization  of  existing  agencies  and  (3)  the 
provision  of  out-stations  at  the  small  hospitals  for  the  treatment 
of  county  cases. 

Comparatively  little  difficulty  is  experienced  now  in  arranging 
for  appropriate  treatment  for  any  case  coming  within  the  range 
of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  or  of  the  Educa- 
tion Committee  in  any  part  of  the  County — medical,  surgical  or 
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specialist.  There  still  remain,  however,  sparsely  populated  areas 
for  which  the  amount  of  work  would  not  justify  the  erection  of  a 
formal  out-station  or  the  regular  arrangements  for  treatment. 
An  appropriate  manner  of  making  provision  for  the  needs  of  such 
localities  would  he  the  provision  of  a treatment  room  at  the 
District  Nurse’s  Home  in  about  eight  places  ; this  would  be  con- 
venient for  the  minor  treatment  work  of  the  nurse  and  for  the 
grouping  of  cases  occasionally  for  special  visits  by  the  various 
doctors,  general  and  special. 

With  the  exception  of  these  areas,  the  arrangements  for 
treatment  within  the  range  of  the  County  Council  can  be  regarded 
as  reasonably  complete.  The  numbers  of  general  cases  still  show 
a tendency  to  increase,  but  the  rate  of  rise  appears  to  be  slowing 
and  the  attendances  for  the  last  four  years  have  ranged  between 
20,000  and  21,000.  The  specialist  cases,  on  the  other  hand,  have 
decreased  in  the  past  three  years  from  5,315  to  5,122  and  the 
number  of  throat  operations  from  970  in  1930  to  661  in  1934.  It 
would  appear,  therefore,  that  the  arrears  have  now  been  overtaken 
and  that  a more  or  less  normal  stage  has  been  reached  and  the 
variations  from  year  to  year  will  be  comparatively  slight.  The 
cost  of  the  services  also  has  decreased  and  now  shows  a tendency 
to  be  stationary  at  about  £6,250  p.a.  for  general  services.  The 
expenditure  on  orthopaedic  work  has  fallen  to  an  even  greater 
extent — from  £3,120  in  1932  to  £2,585  in  1934,  mainly  owing  to  a 
reduction  in  the  need  for  prolonged  hospital  treatment  of  old 
standing  cases. 

The  brief  comparison  of  the  work  done  in  1923  and  1934  and 
of  the  cost  is  given  in  the  following  statement  : 
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TREATMENT  SERVICES. 


1923  1934 


No.  of  Out-Stations 

8 

18 

Openings  : 

Weekly 

407 

856 

Intermediate  ... 

' 

407 

875 

1731 

No.  of  Cases  : — 

School  Children 

1566 

5355 

Tuberculosis 

111 

425 

M.  & C.W. 

177 

1854 

951 

6731 

Attendances  : — 

School-children 

4239 

16127 

Tuberculosis  ... 

548 

1296 

M.  & C.W 

438 

5225 

3551 

20974 

Average  attendances  per  opening 

12.3 

12.1 

Special  Services  : 

Surgeon’s  Visits 

Cas  es — V is  ion 

692 

63 

1924 

243 

Ear,  Nose  & Throat 

374 

1483 

Orthopaedic 

25 

1621 

Heart 

— 

1091 

94 

5122 

Throat  operations 

297 

661 

Costs  : — 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

s. 

Special  Services  : — 

Operations  ...  ...  391 

19  0 

740 

1 8 

Examinations  . . . 605 

8 0 

997 

7 

0 

1599 

11  10 

2339 

13 

Medical  Officers 

723 

9 

0 

1240 

0 

Other 

1051 

9 

10 

2682 

9 

2772 

5 

10 

6262 

3 

Orthopaedic 

2585 

14 

2772 

5 

10 

8847 

18 

Average  cost  (in  shillings) 

Total  cost  (less  ortho- 
paedic) per  attendance 

Medical  officers  per 

10.4 

, 6.0 

attendance 

2.9 

1.2 

Special  services  per  case 

11.1 

6.25 

d. 

6 

7 

5 

6 

10 

4 
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The  only  important  structural  development  during  1934 
was  the  transfer  of  the  out-station  at  Cirencester  from  the  Hospital 
annexe  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  to  a site  adjoining  the 
Hospital.  The  ground  floor  of  a cottage  was  adapted  as  a treat- 
ment centre,  the  upper  portion  being  arranged  as  a flat  for  the 
caretaker.  The  accommodation  thus  provided  has  improved 
greatly  the  conditions  under  which  our  work  is  undertaken.  The 
circumstances  at  Lydney  are  under  consideration  as  the  wooden 
out-station  in  the  Hospital  grounds  is  causing  some  anxiety  owing 
to  decay  of  the  wood  and  the  building  is  small  for  the  amount  of 
work  undertaken  at  this  centre. 

The  chief  change  in  the  matter  of  staffing  is  that  arrange- 
ments have  been  made,  on  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Graham,  whereby 
the  ophthalmic  work  at  Cirencester  has  been  undertaken  by  the 
ophthalmic  surgeon  for  the  Cheltenham  Hospital  area  from  1st 
January,  1935.  There  is  now  only  one  part  of  the  County  (Stroud) 
where  the  ophthalmic  work  is  not  done  by  an  ophthalmic  surgeon 
devoting  his  whole  time  to  this  service. 


ORTHOP/EDIC  TREATMENT. 

This  branch  of  work  has  been  a part  of  the  treatment  scheme 
of  the  County  Council  for  ten  years,  and  in  its  present  fuller  form  for 
six  years.  In  the  early  days  very  many  serious  defects  making  the 
patients  more  or  less  crippled  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, but  now  the  number  of  these  unfortunate  cases  coming 
under  review  is  very  much  smaller.  This  is  in  great  measure  due  to 
the  early  stage  at  which  patients  come  under  observation,  for 
example  children  with  congenital  hip  disease,  when  remedial  treat- 
ment can  be  given  which  prevents  the  occurrence  of  serious  de- 
formity. Most  of  the  defects  now  coming  under  review  are  of  a 
comparatively  minor  character,  but  their  remedy  at  an  early  stage 
makes  a great  difference  in  the  lives  of  the  affected  persons.  That 
it  is  possible  to  give  this  early  remedial  treatment  is  due  in  great 
measure  to  the  recognition  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  District 
Nurses  of  some  condition  among  infants  which  makes  them  think 
that  skilled  examination  is  desirable  and  the  orthopaedic  surgeons 
have  referred  on  many  occasions  to  the  resulting  benefits. 

Evidence  of  the  practical  effect  of  the  operations  of  the 
Committee  is  given  in  a statement  of  the  subsequent  history  of 
forty  patients  who  except  for  the  treatment  given  to  them  under 
the  scheme  would  have  been  the  cripples  as  known  in  the  past  and 
who  are  now  a disappearing  race.  Thus,  of  16  boys,  13  were 
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engaged  in  definite  work,  and  of  24  girls,  6 were  in  domestic 
service,  and  12  employed  in  other  work.  Only  9 of  the  40  were 
unemployed. 


Each  of  the  three  surgeons  has  made  a brief  report  on  the  work 
undertaken  during  1934  and  in  accordance  with  the  desire  of  the 
Committee  they  are  presented  herewith.  The  comparative  state- 
ment of  the  work  in  1927  and  1934  is  : — 


Out  Station 


For  examination  For  treatment 


Berkeley  

Chipping  Campden  ... 
Chipping  Sodbnry  ... 
Cinderford 

Cirencester  

Coleford  

Fairford  

Lydney 

Newent  

Soundwell  

Stroud  

Tewkesbury 

Thornbury  

Wotton-under-Edge... 

Total  ...  ••• 


by  Surgeon  by  Nurse 


1927 

1934 

1927 

1934 

74 

121 

217 

340 

69 

84 

220 

142 

— 

89 

— 

115 

125 

130 

234 

343 

120 

118 

228 

271 

— 

138 

— 

601 

— 

88 

— 

108 

59 

168 

75 

339 

— 

52 

— 

160 

— 

123 

— 

333 

— 

174 

— 

412 

62 

78 

322 

375 

32 

54 

46 

193 

— 

— 

— 

151 

541 

1,417 

1,342 

3,883 

BRISTOL  AREA  - DR.  ETHEL  M.  REDMAN. 


I have  pleasure  in  reporting  that  134  patients  have  attended  the  3 
out-stations  of  Chipping  Sodbury,  Thornbury  and  Soundwell. 

The  majority  have  come  regularly  for  treatment;  most  patients  and 
parents  have  co-operated  willingly  and  are  eager  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
advice  given. 

The  attendance  of  girls  equals  that  of  boys.  One  notices  on  inspecting 
the  analysis  of  cases  examined,  the  preponderance  of  Infantile  Paralysis  in 
boys  10  : 4,  and  scoliosis  in  girls  17:5.  Other  troubles  are  about  equal  in 
sex  incidence. 


Hospital  Treatment. 

1 girl  is  attending  the  Children’s  Hospital,  Bristol  for  manipulative  treat- 
ment for  congenital  dislocation  of  the  hip. 

2 children  have  been  successfully  treated  at  the  Bristol  Royal  Infirmary 
and  a third  is  waiting  treatment. 

5 girls  and  1 boy  have  been  admitted  to  the  Winford  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 
Surgical  intervention  has  improved  their  deformities  and  they  have  benefited 
by  their  prolonged  stay  and  schooling  received  there. 

8 of  the  14  children  who  have  had  prolonged  hospital  treatment  in 
drevious  years,  are  doing  well ; 2 have  relapsed  through  lack  of  co-operation 
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by  their  parents  ,*  1,  a scoliosis,  has  relapsed  in  spite  of  all  efforts  on  her  part 
and  ours.  3 have  not  attended. 

Miss  Shepherd  has  worked  patiently  and  willingly.  May  I acknowledge 
my  thanks  to  her  for  her  loyal  co-operation. 


CHELTENHAM  AREA  - MR.  J.  S.  ROBINSON. 

During  the  past  year,  the  orthopaedic  work  has  been  carried  out  on  the 
same  general  lines  as  in  previous  years.  I have  paid  regular  visits  to  the 
Hospitals  and  Out-stations  at  Tewkesbury,  Chipping  Campden,  Cirencester, 
Stroud  and  Fairford.  On  the  whole,  the  numbers  have  remained  well  up 
to  the  average,  146  boys  and  180  girls,  making  up  a total  of  326.  Compared 
with  1930,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  226  cases  were  treated  in  the  same 
areas,  an  increase  amounting  to  exactly  100.  The  sex  incidence  during  the 
past  year  shows  that  34  more  girls  than  boys  were  treated.  At  first  sight,  it 
might  appear  that  this  is  not  a satisfactory  feature,  but  it  is  readily  explained 
by  the  fact  that  many  minor  cases  of  deformities,  especially  those  affecting  the 
feet  and  legs,  are  sent  to  us  very  early  for  examination.  By  getting  these 
cases  early,  remedial  treatment,  consisting  of  alterations  to  the  shoes,  exercises 
when  the  children  are  old  enough  to  carry  them  out  can  be  instituted,  and 
thus  a quicker  and  a better  ultimate  result  can  be  obtained.  Again,  postural 
defects  of  the  spine,  which,  if  untreated,  would  lead  on  to  structural  changes 
in  the  vertebrae,  can  be  satisfactorily  remedied,  at  a time  when  it  is  all  im- 
portant that  they  should  be. 

A gratifying  feature  is  the  improvement  which  nearly  always  takes  place 
in  the  general  health  of  the  children  who  undergo  courses  of  remedial  treat- 
ment, a result  which  reflects  the  greatest  possible  credit  on  the  manner  in 
which  the  Orthopaedic  Nurses  initiate  and  carry  out  this  work. 


Treated. 

Boys  Girls 

Under  the  age  of  2 years  ...  ...  13  19 

Under  the  age  of  5 years  ...  ...  46  53 

Under  the  age  of  10  years  ...  ...  105  107 


In  cases  of  the  nature  which  come  under  this  Scheme,  a prolonged  follow- 
up is  necessary,  both  in  regard  to  those  having  purely  remedial  treatment, 
as  well  as  those  who  have  required  operative  treatment,  in  order  to  prevent 
relapse.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  record  that  even  after  patients  have  passed 
the  school-leaving  age,  they  are  not  lost  sight  of,  thanks  to  the  loyal  co- 
operation of  the  Doctors  and  Nurses  in  the  various  districts. 

In-patient  treatment  at  the  Cheltenham  General  and  Eye  Hospitals. 

Twenty  children  were  treated  at  the  Hospital  as  in-patients  during  the 
year,  the  number  of  admissions  being  32,  making  a total  of  976  Hospital  days. 
Operations  of  various  types  were  done,  including  those  for  congenital  disloca- 
tion of  the  hip,  tendon  transplantations  on  the  feet,  etc.,  bone  exsection  to 
stabilize  paralytic  feet.  Cases  have  also  been  admitted  to  Hospital  for 
intensive  remedial  treatment  following  operations,  such  as  the  re-education 
of  transplanted  muscles,  education  in  walking,  etc.  Ultra-violet  treatment, 
of  such  great  value  in  rickety  deformities,  has  been  used  to  the  full,  while 
dietetic  treatment  while  in  Hospital  has  been  of  great  value. 


Analysis  of  main  cases. 

Deformities  of  feet 
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Rickety  Deformities  ... 

Infantile  Paralysis 
Little’s  Disease 
Scoliosis 
Torticollis 

Congenital  dislocation  of  the  hip 


Boys  Girls 

Flat  feet  44  57 

Club  feet  — 4 

Claw  feet  3 3 

Knock  knees  13  14 

Bow  Legs  15  8 

27 

5 
29 

6 

8 


The  appointment  of  an  additional  Orthopaedic  Nurse  will  prove  of  great 
benefit,  as  it  will  enable  more  detailed  work  to  be  done,  as  well  as  a more 
thorough  follow-up  of  cases  to  take  place.  My  thanks  are  due  to  all  those 
devoted  workers  whose  efforts  have  all  gone  towards  such  results  as  have 
been  obtained.  The  Orthopaedic  Nurses  have  once  again  done  work,  the  value 
of  which  cannot  be  over-estimated.  They  have  had  long  journeys  to  make 
under  difficult  conditions  at  times,  and  it  is  a matter  for  satisfaction  that 
help  is  forthcoming  for  them. 

A debt  of  gratitude  is  also  due  to  the  Matrons  and  staff  of  the  various 
Hospitals  and  Out-stations  visited,  as  well  as  to  the  District  Nurses  for  their 
help. 

The  devotion  of  the  Nursing  Staff  and  Orthopaedic  Staff  at  the  Cheltenham 
General  and  Eye  Hospitals  is  once  again  a matter  for  gratitude,  while  in 
conclusion,  the  services  rendered  by  the  Voluntary  Aid  Detachments  in  the 
County  leaves  a debt  to  which  words  scarcely  do  justice. 


GLOUCESTER  AREA  - MR.  J.  F.  H.  STALLMAN. 

The  work  during  1934  has  followed  the  same  general  lines  as  in  previous 
years.  Quarterly  visits  have  been  made  to  the  Out-stations  at  Berkeley, 
Newent,  Cinderford,  Coleford  and  Lydney.  Owing  to  the  large  number  of 
children  attending  Lydney  Out-Station  two  quarterly  visits  have  been 
necessary. 


Numbers  of  Children  attending  Out-Stations  : — 

Year. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

1930 

106 

118 

224 

1931 

150 

150 

300 

1932 

144 

169 

313 

1933 

204 

209 

413 

1934 

180 

213 

393 

The  total  number  of  children  attending  the  Out-Stations  show  a small 
decrease,  but  this  is  in  the  boys,  while  the  girls  show  a small  increase.  It  will 
be  seen  from  the  table  that  there  was  a big  jump  in  the  numbers  in  1933  over 
1932. 
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Summary  of  Cases,  1934  : — 


Congenital  Deformities 

Boys. 

Total— 180. 
13—  7% 

Girls. 

Total— 213 
15-  7% 

Postural  defects  of  Spine 

. . . 

11-  6% 

37— 

17% 

Flat  Feet,  including  undeveloped  arches 
in  Infants 

47—26% 

67— 

31% 

Other  defects  of  Feet  and  Toes 

. . . 

12—  7% 

16— 

8% 

Bow  Legs 

• . . 

17—  9% 

13— 

6% 

Genu  Valgum 

. . . 

17—  9% 

14— 

6% 

Infantile  Paralysis 

. . . 

13—  7% 

19— 

9% 

Little’s  Disease 

. . . 

6-  3% 

5— 

2% 

Recent  Fractures  and  Dislocations 

... 

9-  5% 

4 

3% 

I have  summarized  in  the  above  table  some  of  the  more  numerous  defects 
seen  at  the  Out-Stations.  There  is  a very  large  number  of  other  defects,  but 
there  are  only  one  or  two  examples  of  any  one  of  them,  so  that  the  table  shows 
those  cases  which  constitute  the  greatest  proportion  of  the  work.  Flat  Feet 
constitute  a very  large  proportion  indeed — 26%  of  the  boys  and  31%  of  the 
girls  seen.  There  are  numbers  of  other  defects  of  the  feet  such  as  Pes  Cavus, 
Hammer  Toes,  and  Hallux  Valgus.  I have  had  as  many  as  5 girls  with  Hallux 
Valgus,  some  of  whom  have  had  such  gross  deformities  as  to  almost  equal 
those  seen  in  middle-aged  women,  except  that  the  evidences  of  Osteo-Arthritis 
are  not  present.  Two  of  these  girls  have  had  to  have  operation. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  instance  of  postural  defects  of  the  spine 
m the  two  sexes.  Out  of  180  boys  only  11,  that  is  6%,  showed  postural 
defects  of  the  spine,  while  out  of  213  girls,  37,  or  17%  had  this  deformity.  In 
the  detailed  summary  of  cases,  not  here  shown  on  account  of  its  length,  of 
these  postural  defects  of  the  spine  there  were  only  6 boys  with  Scoliosis,  while 
there  were  15  girls  with  this  particular  defect  of  the  spine.  Most  of  these 
cases  of  postural  defects  of  the  spine  are  comparatively  easily  remedied  by 
persistent  re-education,  but  it  is  noted  that  as  soon  as  treatment  is  discontinued 
the  children  allow  themselves  to  get  into  the  faulty  posture  again  very  quickly. 
While  some  of  the  girls  showing  faulty  posture  are  of  poor  general  physique, 
there  are  undoubtedly  numbers  of  cases  where  the  general  physique  is  such 
that  one  would  not  expect  faulty  posture,  since  the  general  muscular  develop- 
ment is  entirely  adequate  to  support  the  back.  Why  these  faulty  postures 
should  occur  therefore,  it  is  difficult  to  see.  Whether  it  is  slovenly  habits  of 
sitting  or  standing  or  faulty  ways  of  carrying  out  class  drill  in  school,  or  a 
combination  of  all  these  factors,  I do  not  know.  I do  not  think  that  one  can 
account  for  the  great  predominance  of  boys  over  girls  by  assuming  that  the 
girls  show  a poorer  physical  development;  I do  not  think  that  this  will 
altogether  explain  the  large  preponderance  of  girls  over  boys  with  this  defect. 

Bow  Legs  and  Genu  Valgum  still  show  large  numbers.  Better  education 
in  food  essentials  and  fresh  air,  although  reducing  the  more  gross  effects 
of  rickets,  has  by  no  means  eliminated  deformities  due  to  rickets.  I have 
even  seen  quite  bad  rickets  with  deformities  in  children  of  the  more  well-to-do 
members  of  society  and  when  the  parents  have  taken  every  care  in  feeding 
and  in  giving  essential  vitamins  in  order  to  avoid  rickets. 
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Injuries  affect  boys  more  than  girls,  as  is  shown  in  the  table.  Fractures 
and  dislocations  constitute  5%  of  boys  and  3%  of  the  girls  seen  at  Out- 
Stations. 


Year. 

Gloucester 

Royal 

Children’s 

Total. 

1930 

Infirmary 

16 

Hospital. 

16 

1931 

. . • 

25 

11 

36 

1932 

• . • 

19 

13 

32 

1933 

. . • 

8 

15 

23 

1934 

... 

22 

11 

33 

There  was  an  increase  of  In-patient  admissions  over  1933.  The  opera- 
tion results  are  gratifying  and  are  well  worth  the  money  spent  on  them.  On 
the  whole  we  have  gained  the  co-operation  of  the  parents,  and  our  relations 
with  them,  except  for  a few  exceptions,  have  been  amicable.  There  have  been 
a few  exceptions,  and  where  parents  do  not  wish  to  co-operate,  I think  it 
better  to  leave  them  alone  rather  than  press  our  point  of  view.  Medical 
and  surgical  treatment  is  not  always  as  successful  as  we  should  wish,  owing 
to  factors  beyond  our  control,  and  if  lack  of  success  occurs  in  an  unwilling 
patient,  we  are  placed  in  a very  difficult  position. 

So  much  of  the  success  of  orthopaedic  operation  depends  on  persevering 
after  treatment,  and  a third  Orthopaedic  Nurse  has  been  long  overdue,  and  I 
would  thank  your  Committee  for  having  appointed  a third  Orthopaedic  Nurse 
who  now  takes  over  duty  in  my  area  of  the  County. 

I have  again  to  thank  Miss  Shepherd  and  Miss  Rodenhurst  for  their  skilful 
and  devoted  help.  I have  also  to  thank  those  ladies  of  the  Voluntary  Aid 
Detachments  who  help  us  at  Out-Stations  ; my  thanks  are  also  due  to  the 
District  Nurses  and  Visitors,  and  to  the  local  practitioners,  and  to  all  those 
who  in  any  way  help  to  bring  this  work  to  a successful  issue. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  wave  of  scarlet  fever  was  still  rising  in  1934  and  the 
number  of  cases  increased  from  367  in  1931  to  734  during  1934. 
The  interval  between  the  crests  of  the  waves  has  been  somewhat 
longer  than  usual  in  this  period  and  it  may  be  hoped  that  the 
prevalence  is  now  on  the  decline.  There  were  5 deaths  attributed 
to  scarlet  fever  in  1934  and  the  case  fatality  (.7%)  is  slightly  higher 
than  that  in  recent  years.  The  general  tendency  of  the  incidence 
of  the  disease  and  of  the  severity  of  the  type  is  indicated  in  the 
following  summary  for  the  present  century  : 
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No.  per  year 
(Average). 

1934 

1933 

1932 

1929- 

1931 

1926- 

1928 

1923- 

1925 

1920- 

1922 

1917- 

1919 

1914- 

1916 

1911- 

1913 

1908- 

1910 

1905- 

1907 

1902- 

1904 

189 

190 

Cases  ... 

734 

654 

430 

602 

687 

672 

528 

293 

1152 

999 

648 

689 

1216 

10? 

Deaths 

5 

2 

1 

1.7 

5 

5 

5 

1 

14 

11 

7 

9 

22 

2 

Hospital  Cases 

251 

434 

287 

357 

362 

355 

218 

151 

582 

498 

286 

221 

371 

_ 

Case  Fatality 

.7 

.31 

■23 

.28 

.77 

.74 

.88 

.46 

1.24 

1.07 

1.08 

1.26 

1.84 

1.9 

Diphtheria. 

T-lie  number  of  cases  notified  in  1933  was  156,  the  lowest 
number  ever  recorded;  in  1934  there  was  sudden  increased 
prevalence,  more  or  less  over  the  whole  county,  the  total  number 
of  cases  being  322,  nearly  double  that  in  the  previous  year.  The 
type  of  the  disease  appears  also  to  have  been  more  serious  than 
in  1933  as  there  were  13  deaths,  a case  fatality  of  4.0%  • this  was 
considerably  higher  than  that  in  1933  (1.9%),  but  still  only  about 
one-half  of  the  fatality  in  the  previous  ten  years.  The  general 
tendency  of  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  and  the  fatality  is  set  out 
in  the  following  summary  : 


No.  per  year. 
(Average.) 

1934 

1933 

1932 

1929- 

1931 

1926- 

1928 

1923- 

1925 

1920- 

1922 

1917- 

1919 

1914- 

1916 

1911- 

1913 

1908- 

1910 

1905- 

1907 

1902- 

1904 

1899 

1901 

Cases  ... 

322 

156 

214 

373 

251 

247 

384 

273 

476 

406 

479 

595 

374 

38' ' 

Deaths 

13 

3 

16 

26 

20 

19 

31 

29 

64 

27 

44 

51 

38 

52 

Hospital  Cases 

266 

141 

187 

290 

184 

153 

212 

174 

221 

126 

177 

146 

51 

. 

Case  Fatality 

4.0 

1.9 

7.5 

7.0 

7.8 

7.8 

8.0 

10.6 

13.5 

6.6 

9.25 

8.5 

10.1 

13. 1 

In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century  this  disease  was  much 
more  prevalent  than  in  recent  years.  For  example,  in  1905  and 
1907  so  many  cases  as  632  and  648  were  notified  and  there  were 
40  and  70  deaths  respectively  ; the  only  year  since  in  which  the 
notified  cases  were  nearly  as  numerous  was  1914  when  605  notifi- 
cations were  reported  and  78  deaths  were  attributed  to  this 
disease.  After  1914  the  numbers  decreased  steadily  to  219  in 
1919  but  the  following  year  there  was  a sudden  increase  to  443. 
There  was  then  another  rapid  fall  to  178  cases  in  1923  and  the 
numbers  remained  comparatively  low,  rising  somewhat  suddenlv 
in  1929  (383  cases)  and  1930  (431  cases).  In  the  next  three  years 
the  numbers  of  cases  fell  rapidly,  reaching  a record  minimum  of 
156  in  1933. 
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As  shown  in  the  above  table,  not  only  has  there  been  a 
decreased  incidence  in  the  number  of  cases  but  the  case-fatality 
has  fallen  from  a three  year  average  of  13.5%  to  7.0%.  In  certain 
limited  outbreaks,  however,  the  fatality  has  been  very  high.  An 
outstanding  example  was  that  in  the  south  of  the  County  in  the 
Kingswood,  Mangotsfield  and  Warmley  Districts  in  1929  when  131 
cases  were  notified  with  22  deaths — a fatality  rate  of  16.8%.  A 
full  note  on  this  group  of  cases  was  given  in  my  Annual  Report 
for  1929 — see  page  40  et  seq. 

The  relative  immunity  of  the  County  of  the  past  few  years 
continued  in  1934  up  to  the  latter  part  of  September,  only  124 
cases  being  notified — an  average  of  just  over  3 cases  per  week. 
In  the  succeeding  14  weeks  186  cases  were  notified,  an  average  of 
over  13  per  week  ; the  areas  chiefly  affected  were  Dursley  Rural 
District  (39  cases),  Lydney  Rural  District  (38  cases),  Newent 
Rural  District  (25  cases),  Thornbury  Rural  District  (22  cases), 
Stow-on-the-Wold  Urban  District  (10  cases)  and  West  Dean  Rural 
District  (9  cases).  So  far  as  information  is  available  there  is  no 
evidence  of  any  connection  between  the  groups.  The  first  was  at 
Dursley  commencing  at  the  end  of  September,  followed  by  Lydney 
about  a week  later,  Newent  in  the  middle  of  November,  Thornbury 
and  Stow-on-the-Wold  after  a further  interval  of  a fortnight  and 
finally  West  Dean  in  the  middle  of  December. 

It  is  well  known  that  there  is  a tendency  for  prevalence  of 
such  infections  as  Scarlet  fever,  Measles,  and  Mumps  to  come  in 
waves  of  periods  of  years,  and  this  fact  has  been  explained,  in  part 
at  any  rate,  by  a new  race  of  susceptible  children  growing  up.  Such 
an  explanation  scarcely  holds  good  with  respect  to  diphtheria 
and  all  that  can  be  said  is  that,  owing  to  circumstances  of  which  we 
have  no  knowledge  at  present,  the  organism  causing  this  disease 
becomes  enhanced  in  virulence  sufficiently  to  cause  illness  and  is 
transmitted  in  a virulent  form  to  susceptible  persons. 

A method  of  detection  of  the  organism  has  been  known  for 
many  years  ; this  is  the  taking  of  specimens  from  possibly  infected 
parts — more  particularly  the  throat,  nose  and  ears — on  swabs, 
the  secretion  thus  collected  being  then  examined  bacteriologically. 
This  is  now  a more  or  less  established  practice  and  large  numbers 
of  children,  especially  close  contacts,  are  examined  as  a matter 
of  routine.  The  virulence  of  the  organism,  however,  varies  and 
the  investigation  is  incomplete  without  information  on  that 
aspect. 
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Comparatively  recently,  a method  for  the  detection  of  persons 
who  are  susceptible  has  been  discovered  and  has  been  used  ex- 
tensively in  various  places — more  particularly  large  towns — for 
some  years.  It  consists  in  testing  the  skin  with  the  virus,  the 
susceptible  exhibiting  a reaction  round  the  part  of  the  skin  treated. 

The  sequel  to  this  was  a procedure  with  a view  to  rendering 
susceptible  persons  immune  to  the  organism.  The  method  is  an 
inoculation  with  a mixture  of  the  toxin  and  antitoxin  in  two  or 
three  doses  at  intervals  of  one  to  two  weeks.  This  is  now  recog- 
nised as  a part  of  the  ordinary  routine  in  respect  of  nurses  in  many 
isolation  hospitals  and  has  been  adopted  on  a large  scale  in  towns 
such  as  Edinburgh  and  Bristol. 

Enteric  Fevers. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  only  5,  one  half  the  number 
in  1933,  the  previous  low  record.  That  this  is  a disappearing 
disease  under  the  improved  conditions  of  life,  especially  with 
respect  to  water  supply,  is  evidenced  in  the  following  condensed 
Summary  of  the  records  for  the  present  century. 


No.  per  year 
(Average.) 

1934 

1933 

1932 

1929- 

1931 

1926- 

1928 

1923- 

1925 

1920- 

1922 

1917- 

1919 

1914- 

1916 

1911- 

1913 

1908- 

1910 

1905- 

1907 

1902- 

1904 

1899 

1901 

Cases  ... 

5 

10 

34 

21 

32 

51 

28 

41 

41 

51 

49 

65 

77 

141- 

Deaths 

1 

2 

6 

.7 

6 

6 

3 

7 

9 

6 

9 

9 

10 

23 

Hospital  Cases 

2 

6 

23 

13 

16 

17 

14 

12 

14 

18 

19 

23 

18 

— 

Case  Fatality 

20.0 

20.0 

17.7 

3.2 

17.7 

11.7 

10.9 

17.9 

23.0 

11.8 

19.2 

13.8 

13.0 

16.1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

The  number  of  cases  reported  during  1934  was  13.  Detailed 
investigation  is  made  on  the  notification  of  each  case,  and,  further, 
of  each  case  of  discharge  from  a baby’s  eyes  noticed  by  the  mid- 
wife in  attendance — 62  in  1934.  The  total  number  of  cases  of 
ophthalmia  reported  in  the  21  years  that  it  has  been  a notifiable 
condition  is  493  ; as  mentioned  in  the  section  dealing  with  the 
blind,  as  a result  of  the  prompt  care  taken,  in  only  two  instances 
has  there  been  any  defect  of  vision  and  that  slight  in  each  case. 
The  condition  is  regarded  as  so  serious  that — if  there  is  the  slightest 
reason  for  considering  suitable  care  cannot  be  given  at  home — 
arrangements  are  made  for  the  admission  of  the  child  to  hospital, 
if  possible  with  its  mother.  Such  arrangements  were  made  for 
6 babies  during  1934.  While  one  of  these  children  was 
notified  as  having  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  it  proved  that 
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it  was  not  gonococcal  in  origin  and  that  the  trouble 
had  started  some  considerable  time  before  birth,  for  pus  shot 
out  from  the  left  eye  as  soon  as  it  opened.  The  ophthalmic 
surgeon  attributed  the  condition  to  prematurity  of  the  child, 
coupled  with,  possibly,  traumatic  factors  at  birth.  The  con- 
dition rapidly  subsided  with  simple  treatment  but  the  sight  of 
the  left  eye  was  regarded  as  lost,  and  the  right  eye  was  damaged 
though  it  would  retain  probably  a useful  degree  of  sight. 

Other  Infectious  Diseases. 

Complete  information  as  to  other  acute  infections  is  not 
available  as  they  are  not  included  amongst  those  compulsorily 
notifiable.  Some  indication  is  given,  however,  by  the  records 
of  cases  among  school  children,  now  available  for  many  years. 
From  these  it  appears  that,  in  addition  to  scarlet  fever  and 
diphtheria,  measles,  mumps  and  chickenpox  were  unusually 
prevalent ; skin  infections — impetigo  and  ringworm — were  at 
their  lowest  incidence. 


Venereal  Diseases. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table,  there  was  a further 
slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  new  cases  which  has  been  falling 
since  1930  : 


New  Cases.  All  Cases. 


Syphilis. 

Soft, 

Chancre. 

Gonor- 

rhoea. 

Not 

Venereal. 

Total 

Males  Females 

Attend- 

ances. 

In-patient  Specimens 
days.  examined 

1917  ... 

31 

2 

15 

13 

61* 

25* 

36* 

258* 

524* 

75* 

1918  ... 

77 

7 

77 

58 

219 

135* 

76* 

1,090 

662 

214* 

1919  ... 

125 

16 

143 

68 

352 

264* 

74* 

2,729 

1,549 

249* 

1920  ... 

192 

7 

159 

64 

422 

280* 

134* 

3,982 

1,035 

527* 

1921  ... 

103 

6 

87 

91 

287 

175* 

65* 

3,292 

1,083 

484* 

1922  ... 

94 

3 

77 

51 

225 

not 

50t 

2,727 

810 

422* 

1923  ... 

80 

2 

72 

76 

230 

89f 

75t 

3,322 

654 

632* 

1924  ... 

82 

5 

100 

80 

267 

148t 

92f 

3,655 

716 

697* 

1925  ... 

87 

— 

94 

101 

282 

138* 

121* 

3,729 

876 

986* 

1926  ... 

57 

— 

102 

73 

232 

131* 

80* 

3,564 

718 

1,016* 

1927  ... 

98 

— 

94 

123 

315 

160* 

118* 

4,363 

1,073 

1,030* 

1928  ... 

86 

3 

120 

148 

357 

170 

140* 

5,511 

639 

670* 

1929  ... 

64 

— 

122 

181 

367 

218 

149 

5,841 

839 

1,115 

1930  ... 

73 

— 

168 

174 

415 

257 

158 

6,424 

1,252 

1,080* 

1931  ... 

83 

— 

153 

176 

412 

230 

182 

8,742 

1,596 

1,565 

1932  ... 

56 

2 

119 

141 

318 

176 

142 

7,335 

1,082 

1,096 

1933  ... 

56 

1 

132 

100 

289 

169 

120 

7,471 

1,395 

1,145 

1934  ... 

67 

1 

129 

90  287  148  139  7,930 

* Excluding  Bristol  Hospitals. 
tExcluding  Bristol  and  Gloucester  Hospitals. 

1,143 

1,147 

A point  of  interest  in  this  table  is  the  proportion  of  new  cases 
regarded  as  being  non-venereal  in  character  as,  presumably, 
this  gives  some  indication  as  to  the  extent  to  which  persons  who 
have  run  the  risk  of  infection  seek  treatment.  In  1920  the  per- 
centage of  non-venereal  cases  was  as  low  as  15%  but  since  1922 
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has  varied  from  31.4%  (1934)  to  49.3%  (1929).  This  is  evidence 
that  the  facilities  for  treatment  are  known  and  that  advantage  is 
taken  of  them  by  those  for  whom  they  are  provided. 

There  is  also  indication  that  persons  in  need  of  the  prolonged 
treatment  necessary  for  cure  do  attend  reasonably  well  for  a 
county  area.  Thus  in  the  past  three  years,  excluding  those 
regarded  as  non- venereal,  the  average  number  of  attendances 
per  new  case  has  been  about  40  : many  of  these  attendances 
will  have  been  made,  however,  by  old  cases  extending  from  pre- 
vious years. 

The  number  of  persons  benefiting  from  the  opportunity  of 
getting  intermediate  treatment  at  Out-stations  near  their  homes  in 
1934  was  4,  namely  2 at  Northleach,  1 at  Lydney  and  1 at  Wotton- 
under-Edge. 


IMMUNIZATION  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

On  the  occurrence  of  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  in  Dursley 
in  the  autumn  the  local  doctors  immunized  children  of  their 
private  patients  and  desired  that  the  advantage  should  be  made 
available  for  those  of  persons  who  were  not  in  a position  to  pay 
for  it  themselves.  The  District  Council  agreed  to  make  the 
necessary  provision  and  a clinic  was  opened  at  the  out-station, 
where  the  local  doctors  attended  for  the  immunization  of  children. 
At  first  a fee  of  2/6  for  the  first  and  1/-  for  each  further  child  in 
the  same  family  was  charged  ; the  response  was  small  and  it  was 
decided  later  to  make  no  charge.  Dr.  Adams  reports  that  at  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  212  children  undergoing  treatment,  and 
that  the  number  completely  immunized  was  1,170. 

The  general  question  of  immunization  for  diphtheria  was 
considered  at  a Conference  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  the 
County  on  16th  January,  1935,  when  the  following  decisions  were 
reached  unanimously  : 

1.  That  immunization  was  a useful  measure. 

2.  That  opportunity  for  immunization  should  be  open  to 
everybody  over  the  age  of  one  year.  Above  the  age  of  10  years 
the  Schick  test  should  be  used  before  immunization,  and  this 
test  is  desirable  for  all  persons  after  immunization. 
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3.  That  the  work  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  usual 
medical  attendants  and  that  a fee  of  5/-  should  be  paid  for  a 
report  that  immunization  had  been  undertaken  satisfactorily  by 
1,  2 or  3 injections  according  to  the  agent  used,  plus  the  agent. 

4.  That  the  authority  to  undertake  immunization  should  be 
the  Local  Sanitary  Authority,  but  that  it  might  prove  economical 
for  the  County  Council  to  buy  the  agent  in  large  quantities. 

5.  That  the  treatment  should  be  given  either  at  the  doctor’s 
surgery  or  in  the  patient’s  home  at  the  discretion  of  the  doctor. 

6.  That  information  should  be  given  to  parents  through 
the  School  Teachers  and  the  Workers  at  Welfare  Centres. 

7.  That  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  draft 
a letter  giving  District  Councils  the  conclusions  of  the  Conference. 

8.  That  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  inform 
the  doctors  practising  in  the  County  of  the  proposals  and  arrange- 
ments. 

In  accordance  with  the  desire  of  the  Conference  Local  Sani- 
tary Authorities  in  the  County  were  informed  of  the  general 
conclusion,  that  the  opportunity  of  immunization  should  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  persons  who  desired  that  their  children 
should  be  immunized  to  avoid  an  attack  of  diphtheria  or  to  reduce 
it  to  a mild  illness.  As  a result  13  local  authorities  decided  to 
make  arrangements  for  such  immunization.  This  is  entirely 
voluntary  but  persons  in  these  areas  have  the  opportunity  of 
obtaining  for  their  children  the  individual  protection  that  can 
be  afforded.  The  degree  to  which  the  community  as  a whole 
derives  protection  is  dependent  on  the  proportion  of  the  popula- 
tion in  an  immune  state  due  to  natural  immunity,  an  attack  of 
the  disease  or  to  artificial  immunization  and  there  appears  to  be 
evidence  that  some  60%  should  be  in  a protected  condition  to 
prevent  outbreaks  of  diphtheria. 

Means  of  providing  artificial  immunity  are  available  for  other 
infectious  diseases,  including  smallpox,  typhoid  fever,  scarlet 
fever,  measles,  dysentery.  The  desirability  or  otherwise  of  advo- 
cating their  general  use  depends  on  various  factors  including  the 
probability  of  exposure  to  infection,  and  the  period  of  immunity 
afforded.  The  liability  of  exposure  to  typhoid  fever  is  compara- 
tively rare,  and  the  immunity  appears  to  be  of  comparatively  short 
duration  : exposure  to  the  infection  of  dysentery  in  this  country 
is  mainly  limited  to  certain  institutional  conditions,  for  example 
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those  for  mental  affections  and  it  is  in  respect  of  these  that  oc- 
casionally immunization  is  adopted.  Scarlet  fever  appears  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  from  time  to  time  and  is  occasionally  preva- 
lent ; on  the  other  hand,  it  is  generally  of  a very  mild  type  and 
immunization  is  not  advocated  under  our  conditions,  except  for 
persons  specially  liable  to  exposure  as  are  nurses  in  Isolation 
Hospitals. 

Measles  comes  in  a somewhat  different  category.  It  is  the 
most  common  of  the  infections  under  consideration  and  directly 
or  indirectly  a very  serious  cause  of  mortality  amongst  young 
children.  It  is  one  of  the  infectious  diseases  for  which  the  infecting 
agent  has  not  yet  been  isolated  and  the  present  method  of  im- 
munization consists  in  the  injection  of  the  blood,  or  serum  of 
persons  who  have  had  measles.  Its  application  is  limited  to  those 
who  have  been  exposed  to  the  infection  and  the  time  of  administra- 
tion is  not  later  than  the  tenth  day  after  the  exposure  with  a view  to 
reducing  the  severity  of  the  illness  and  the  promotion  of  immunity 
by  a definite  though  slight  attack  of  measles.  Treatment  on  these 
lines  is  of  greatest  importance  for  young  children  who  are  par- 
ticularly liable  to  dangerous  illness,  which  can  be  aborted  and 
made  a mild  attack.  In  order  that  the  serum  may  be  available 
when  required  it  is  desirable  that  a store  of  serum  shall  be  obtained 
and  kept  under  suitable  conditions  in  each  locality. 

The  disease  for  which  immunization  has  been  most  generally  in 
use  is  smallpox  and  of  it  we  had  experience  for  over  100  years.  The 
protection  in  this  instance  is  afforded  by  a local  lesion  known  as 
vaccination,  with  general  effects  and  is  as  effective  as  an  attack  of 
smallpox,  mild  or  severe.  An  attack  of  the  disease  was  regarded 
formerly  as  inevitable  as  is  shown  by  the  following  note  from 
the  final  report  of  the  Vaccination  Commission,  issued  in  1896, 
p.  12  : “ There  was  in  the  small  town  of  Ware  in  1722  a population 
of  2,515  ; 1,601  persons  had  had  smallpox,  leaving  914  susceptible 
persons.  An  epidemic  of  the  disease  then  occurred  with  612 
cases  and  72  deaths,  leaving  302  persons” — in  the  words  of  the 
record — “ to  have  smallpox.”  As  a result  mainly  of  general 
vaccination  and  of  the  measures  taken  at  ports  to  prevent  the 
introduction  of  smallpox  into  this  Country,  outbreaks  of  the 
disease  became  comparatively  rare.  With  the  relaxations  of 
compulsory  vaccination  whereby  it  is  now  simpler  to  obtain  an 
exemption  certificate  the  proportion  of  the  population  immune 
either  owing  to  vaccination  or  an  attack  of  smallpox  is  now  very 
low.  There  are  grounds  for  the  view  that  this  shadow  of  com- 
pulsion is  in  itself  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  general  vaccination 
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and  that,  if  this  “ shadow  ” were  removed,  better  results  would 
follow  encouragement  by  the  staff  of  the  health  authorities  which 
was  not  available  when  first  vaccination  was  made  compulsory. 

Immunization  in  the  circumstances  of  our  community  at  the 
present  time  would  appear  to  be  very  desirable  in  respect  of 
diphtheria  and  smallpox,  and  more  particularly  the  former. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  new  cases  reported  was  433-286  of  the  pul- 
monary form  and  147  tuberculosis  of  other  parts.  The  numbers 
in  the  different  sex  and  age  groups  are  given  in  the  following 
summary  : 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1934. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Aqe  Period.  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


0 ... 

...  — 

— 

— 

1 ... 

2 

1 

13 

5 ... 

5 

10 

32 

10  ... 

4 

6 

11 

15  ... 

...  11 

16 

11 

20  ... 

...  24 

30 

3 

25  ... 

...  39 

47 

6 

35  ... 

...  29 

15 

5 

45  ... 

...  19 

10 

3 

55  ... 

9 

5 

1 

65  and  upwards  2 

2 

— 

Total 

...  144 

142 

85 

1 


11 

— 

— 

3 

3 

18 

10 

>- 

[ 8 

7 

6 

6 

}« 

20 

L 7 

7 

6 

^ 22 

36 

2 

3 

2 

20 

18 

3 

2 

3 

15 

4 

3 

2 

— 

12 

4 

— 

1 

— 

6 

2 

— 

1 

62 

93 

85 

27 

26 

Notification  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  has  been  compulsory  since 
1912.  The  average  yearly  numbers  of  pulmonary  cases  notified 
under  the  Regulations  has  fallen  steadily  from  558  in  1912-14 
to  203  in  1930-32  : the  actual  numbers  notified  were  297  in  1933 
and  264  in  1934.  The  numbers  of  cases  of  other  forms  of  tuber- 
culosis averaged  115  per  year  in  1915-17,  and  increased  steadily 
from  66  in  1918-20  to  151  in  1927-29  ; since  that  time  they  have 
decreased  to  140  in  1930—32,  139  in  1933  and  132  in  1934. 

Records  of  deaths  are  available  for  the  whole  of  the  present 
century,  and  in  these  thirty-four  years  the  rate  has  fallen  fairly 
steadily  from  .86  per  1000  of  the  population  in  1901-10  to  .53  in  1934. 
There  have  been,  however,  years  of  exceptional  fatality  and  the 
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reverse  : for  example,  in  1917  and  1918  the  rate  jumped  to  1.24 
and  1.12  and  in  1926  it  dropped  suddenly  for  one  year  to  the  lowest 
record  of  .50,  which  has  never  been  reached  since. 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  1918  and  1926  were  also  years 
of  exceptionally  high  and  low  mortality  from  all  causes.  The  chief 
contributory  factor  in  1918  was  the  epidemic  of  influenza.  In  1917 
the  general  death-rate  was  above  the  average,  due  more  particularly 
to  high  rates  for  cancer  and  organic  heart  disease  as  well  as 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  The  general  conclusion  would  appear  to 
be  that  the  strain  of  these  later  years  of  the  war  told  hardly  on 
such  subjects. 

The  total  numbers  of  persons  in  the  County  known  to  have 
had  illness  attributed  to  tuberculosis  and  notified  as  so  suffering, 
and  the  deaths  among  these  groups  of  persons,  are  set  out  year  by 
year  in  the  following  table  : 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary. 

Known  cases  % Known  cases  % 

, in  county  Deaths  Death  Survivors  in  county  Deaths  Death  Survivors 


1913 

during  year 

rate. 

during  year 

• 

rate. 

... 

493 

41 

8.3 

452 

121 

13 

10.7 

108 

1914 

... 

977 

209 

21.4 

768 

223 

25 

11.2 

198 

1915 

... 

1,242 

214 

17.2 

1,028 

307 

36 

11.7 

271 

1916 

... 

1,459 

345 

23.6 

1,114 

368 

50 

13.6 

318 

1917 

... 

1,490 

242 

16.2 

1,248 

381 

35 

9.2 

346 

1918 

... 

1,685 

260 

15.4 

1,425 

408 

27 

6.6 

381 

1919 

• • • 

1,686 

234 

13.9 

1,452 

428 

39 

9.1 

389 

1920 

• • • 

1,736 

211 

12.2 

1,525 

423 

25 

5.9 

398 

1921 

• • • 

1,784 

190 

10.6 

1,594 

442 

25 

5.65 

417 

1922 

... 

1,923 

248 

12.9 

1,675 

463 

29 

6.3 

434 

1923 

1,954 

191 

9.8 

1,763 

573 

51 

8.9 

522 

1924 

1,978 

237 

12.0 

1,741 

584 

33 

5.65 

551 

1925 

... 

1,995 

240 

12.0 

1,755 

595 

28 

4.7 

567 

1926 

... 

2,009 

138 

6.8 

1,871 

713 

45 

6.4 

668 

1927 

... 

2,097 

194 

9.3 

1,903 

782 

34 

4.35 

748 

1928 

... 

2,158 

216 

10.0 

1,942 

847 

37 

4.4 

810 

1929 

... 

2,213 

194 

8.8 

2,019 

978 

28 

2.9 

950 

1930 

... 

2,277 

184 

8.1 

2,093 

1,045 

24 

2.3 

1,021 

1931 

• • • 

2,353 

200 

8.5 

2,153 

1,150 

25 

2.2 

1,125 

1932 

• • • 

2,278 

224 

9.85 

2,054 

1,193 

28 

2.3 

1,165 

1933 

• • • 

2,350 

169 

7-2 

2,181 

1,305 

21 

1-6 

1,284 

1934 

... 

2,428 

165 

6.8 

2,263 

1,397 

27 

1.9 

1,370 

A 

more  detailed  analysis 

of  the 

records  with 

respect 

to  pul- 

monary  tuberculosis  shows  that,  on 

the  average 

of  the 

last  21 

years, 

one-quarter 

of  the  persons  die 

in  the  year  of  notification 
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the  extremes  range  from  16.5%  in  1933  and  16.9%  in  1926  to 
29.4%  in  1922  and  30.4%  in  1918.  Taking  into  account  those 
passed  on  to  other  areas  on  leaving  the  County,  the  death-rate 
falls  year  by  year  as  set  out  in  the  following  statement  with  respect 
to  the  2192  cases  notified  in  the  eight  years  1922 — 29. 


No.  of  cases 

Deaths  in 

year  of  notification 
2nd  year 
3rd  ,, 

4th  „ 

5th  ,, 

6 th  ,,  

Survivors  ... 


Numbers  Percentage 
2192 


699 

31.7 

397 

18.1 

184 

8.4 

109 

5.0 

53 

2.4 

43 

2.0 

1485  67.7 

707  32.3 


It  would  appear  that  if  an  individual  survives  the  year  of  notifica- 
tion, the  disease  tends  to  assume  a chronic  form  with  a fatality 
decreasing  year  by  year  in  almost  arithmetical  ratio  : in  the  fifth 
subsequent  year  the  death  rate  is  not  very  greatly  in  excess  of  that 
amongst  the  general  population. 

In  not  a few  cases  the  resistance  of  the  individuals  proves  to 
be  such  that  the  names  can  be  removed  from  the  register  in  accor- 
dance with  the  Regulations  of  the  Minister  of  Health  of  18  Dec., 
1924,  on  the  ground  that,  after  a prolonged  period  of  years,  there 
has  been  absence  of  symptoms  of  tuberculosis  other  than  those 
compatible  with  a completely  healed  lesion.  The  numbers  so 
removed  in  1934  were  15  pulmonary  and  20  non-pulmonary  cases: 
the  totals  in  the  nine  years  are  722  pulmonary  and  301  non- 
pulmonary.  These  are  included  in  the  above  table  of  survivors. 

The  work  undertaken  in  connection  with  the  Tuberculosis 
Scheme  during  1934  is  summarized  in  the  following  paragraphs. 


Dispensaries . 

The  Tuberculosis  Officers  attend  weekly  at  six  dispensaries 
and  periodically  visit  fifteen  out-stations.  They  also  see  patients 
unable  to  attend  at  one  of  these  places  in  their  homes  and  hold 
frequent  consultations  with  the  usual  medical  attendants.  In 
1934  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  held  637  consultations,  saw  911 
patients  at  out-stations,  244  cases  at  Hospitals,  and  paid  278 
home  visits. 
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The  total  new  cases  reported  and  the  attendances  at 
dispensaries  were  : — 

New  cases  reported — 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  ...  296 

Other  Forms  ...  ...  ..  ...  144 

Total  ...  ...  ...  440 

New  cases  examined  (including  contacts)  1,027 

Attendances  5,989 

Shelters. 

The  number  of  shelters  in  use  during  1934  was  112.  The 
number  of  patients  to  whom  they  were  newly  loaned  during  the 
year  was  29,  and  the  total  persons  who  had  the  use  of  a shelter 
during  1934  was  125. 

Residential  Institutions. 


All  the  beds  at  Standish  House  were  in  use  during  1934,  the 
average  number  of  occupied  beds  being  238.  The  admissions 
year  by  year  were  : — 


Beds  available • 

1.  Early  cases  in  both  sexes  and 
advanced  cases  among  males 

M.74 

1929 

1929 

Admissions, 
1930  1931  1932 

1933 

1934 

Standish  House  ....  F.26 

—100 

119 

135 

148 

161 

171 

128 

134 

Surgical  cases  

2.  Advanced  cases  in  City  and 

38 

9 

43 

28 

43 

35 

47 

47 

Stroud  Isolation  Hospitals 

3.  Surgical  cases.  Cheltenham 

45* 

73 

58 

39 

68 

84 

72 

90 

General  Hospital 

4.  Children. 

10 

11 

17 

21 

27 

28 

29 

32 

Standish  House  

112 

91 

93 

80 

105 

127 

115 

123 

Totals  

305 

303 

346 

316 

404 

445 

391 

426 

* 36  up  to  31st  March,  1932. 

Compulsory  Powers. 

No  case  was  compulsorily  removed  to  a Sanatorium  or 
Hospital  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  during 
the  year,  and,  so  far  as  information  has  been  given,  no  action  was 
taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925,  with  respect  to  employees  in  the  milk  trade. 

Home  Visits  by  Nurses. 

The  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  is  supplemented  by  visits 
to  the  homes  of  patients  by  nurses  with  a view  to  their  directions 
being  carried  out  and  to  improvements  in  the  conditions  under 
which  the  patients  are  living.  The  nurses  undertaking  this  work 
in  1934  were  the  7 County  Health  Superintendents,  4 whole-time 
Health  Visitors,  and  137  District  Nurses. 

The  numbers  of  these  visits  have  increased  from  4,578  in  1917 
to  11, 055  in  1934. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  PATHOLOGICAL  WORK. 

The  range  oh  the  work  at  present  undertaken  includes  examina- 
tion of  specimens  of  the  organisms  of  acute  infections  and  tubercu- 
losis, of  milks  for  the  tubercle  bacillus  and  total  bacterial  content, 
of  smears,  etc.  for  the  spirochaete  of  syphilis  and  the  organism  of 
gonorrhoea,  of  specimens  and  of  blood  for  serum  reactions,  and, 
in  certain  cases,  animal  inoculations.  This  assistance  in  the 
diagnosis  of  certain  diseases  is  appreciated  greatly,  and  the  op- 
portunity of  having  the  examinations  made  at  the  laboratories  of 
the  Cheltenham  and  Gloucester  Hospitals  as  well  as  at  the  Bristol 
University  Laboratory  is  helpful  in  various  ways.  The  association 
of  the  hospital  laboratories  in  the  examination  of  milks,  arranged 
in  December,  1933,  made  the  work  uniform  over  the  whole  County. 

The  following  statement  is  a summary  of  the  work  under- 
taken : — 


Yearly  Averages. 


1905-14 

1915-24 

1925-29 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

NERAL. 

Tuberculosis 

207 

810 

2,366 

2,921 

2,755 

2,752 

2,479 

2 571 

I Diphtheria  ... 

1,553 

1,152 

3,261 

5,123 

5,625 

3,732 

2*774 

4 667 

| Enteric  fever — 

Bloods 

49 

47 

43 

130 

168 

312 

137 

139 

Faeces  and  urine 

— 

— 

5 

2 

1 

] 

A 

Q 

lOerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

4 

2 

1 

1 

3 

5 

o 

o 

M Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . . 

— 

— 

5 

13 

34 

33 

33 

o 

12 

) Other 

* 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

i 

Total 

1,809 

2,014 

5,682 

8,191 

8,584 

6,833 

5,435 

7,396 

3NEREAL  DISEASES 

— 

Wasserman... 

— 

335 

637 

534 

620 

549 

489 

465 

Smears 

— 

98 

374 

546 

933 

539 

630 

645 

Other 

— 

6 

12 

— 

12 

8 

26 

37 

Total  ... 

— 

439 

1,023 

1,080 

1,565 

1,096 

1,145 

1,147 

lnd  Total  ... 

1,809 

2,453 

6,705 

9,271 

10,149 

7,929 

6,580 

8,543 

The  great  increase  in  the  total  number  of  specimens  examined 
was  due  to  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria  : the  number  of  swabs 
examined  for  this  condition  approached  double  the  figure  for  1933 
but  was  still  not  so  high  as  those  for  1930  and  1931.  On  24th 
October,  1934,  the  County  Council  gave  authority  for  virulence 
tests  of  cultures  in  approved  cases. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

There  was  no  change  of  any  importance  in  the  accommodation 
available  for  cases  of  infectious  disease.  The  arrangements  are 
more  comprehensive  and  complete  in  some  parts  of  the  County 
than  in  others,  but  there  is  provision  for  cases  from  any  part  of  the 
County,  for  which  isolation  is  regarded  as  necessary. 

The  scheme  required  by  section  63  of  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1929  has  been  prepared  and,  after  being  approved  generally  at 
a conference  of  representatives  of  the  Local  Authorities  on  9th 
March,  1934,  was  adopted  by  the  County  Council  on  18th  April, 

1934.  The  grouping  of  the  areas  was  set  out  in  the  Annual  Report 
for  1933  (pp.  43  and  44)  but  in  view  of  the  changes  in  the  boundaries 
of  districts  effected  by  the  County  of  Gloucester  Review  Order, 

1935,  some  modifications  of  detail  will  be  necessary.  In  general, 
the  aim  of  the  scheme  is  to  make  the  fullest  possible  use  of  existing 
accommodation  and  to  follow,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  lines  of  the 
present  arrangements  of  District  Councils.  As  regards  smallpox, 
the  scheme  provides  for  the  County  Council  becoming  the  Hospital 
Authority  for  the  whole  County. 


HOUSING. 

Mention  was  made  last  year  of  the  extraordinary  activity  of 
building,  when  nearly  300  more  houses  were  erected  than  in  1931, 
the  previous  high  record.  This  activity  was  exceeded  in  1934 
when  1921  houses  were  built,  an  increase  of  nearly  a further  300 
on  that  in  1933.  This  is  due  entirely  to  the  number  of  houses 
built  privately.  The  numbers  erected  by  Local  Authorities  fell 
from  a maximum  of  642  in  1931  to  300  in  1934  : on  the  other 
hand,  the  numbers  built  by  private  enterprise  have  increased  from 
584  in  1930  to  the  astonishing  record  of  1621  in  1934.  The  numbers 
year  by  year  are  set  out  in  the  following  table  : 

Under 


1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 


Schemes  Privately  Total. 


■ — 

53 

53 

98 

77 

175 

865 

171 

1,036 

731 

228 

959 

12 

363 

375 

92 

506 

598 

165 

736 

901 

309 

794 

1,103 

642 

824 

1,466 

329 

797 

1,126 

480 

797 

1,277 

384 

584 

968 

642 

707 

1,349 

312 

757 

1,069* 

364 

1,262 

1,626 

300 

1,621 

1,921 

Totals 


5,725  10,277  16,002 


♦Excluding  Newent  R.D.  for  which  no  return  received. 
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The  arrears  of  house-building — so  far  as  total  numbers  are  con- 
cerned— have  long  been  overtaken  in  the  County  as  a whole,  but 
there  is  probably  no  part  of  the  County  in  which  houses  requiring 
improvement  do  not  exist.  In  particular,  a very  large  proportion 
of  houses  have  only  two  bedrooms  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  divide 
a family  of  any  size  satisfactorily.  The  powers  given  by  the  Hous- 
ing (Rural  Workers)  Acts  are  particularly  valuable  for  re- 
conditioning such  houses.  In  nine  districts  these  powers  are 
exercisable  by  the  respective  District  Councils,  and  in  the  remaining 
area  by  the  County  Council. 

Full  information  of  the  work  undertaken  by  District  Councils 
under  these  Acts  is  not  available  but  advantage  has  been  taken 
of  the  powers  in  some  areas  in  a considerable  number  of  cases, 
for  example  the  Stroud  Rural  District.  In  the  area  for  which  the 
County  Council  retained  their  powers  the  number  of  applications 
has  been  disappointingly  small  : the  total  number  of  houses  in 
respect  of  which  applications  were  made  in  the  seven  years  is  only 
58  and  grants  have  been  made  for  improving  36.  In  his  address  to 
the  County  Councils  Association  in  March  1932,  the  Minister  of 
Health  described  the  scope  of  these  Acts  as  the  “ most  economical 
method  of  preserving  and  improving  our  rural  cottages  ” and  urged 
that  the  fullest  possible  advantage  should  be  taken  of  them. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  drought  of  1933  and  the  reduction  in  water  resources 
enforced  closer  consideration  of  the  problem  of  water  supply  in  all 
parts  and  led  to  a review  of  the  circumstances  of  the  County.  The 
results  were  set  out  at  some  length  in  the  report  for  1933  (p.  45 
et  seq.)  and  it  was  very  satisfactory  that  the  County,  as  a whole, 
appeared  to  be  in  a particularly  favourable  position  in  its  resources 
for  water  supplies  and  that  there  had  been  no  serious  difficulty. 
In  the  year  under  review  the  rainfall  was  again  below  the  average, 
but  not  to  the  serious  extent  of  1933,  and  it  is  again  satisfactory 
that,  except  for  a few  isolated  localities,  the  strain  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  serious.  The  only  places  mentioned  in  which  urgency 
measures  were  necessary  are  Quinton,  Campden  R.D.,  where  water 
was  carted  to  the  Council  houses  ; Iron  Acton  and  scattered  parts 
in  Chipping  Sodbury  R.D.,  where  water  was  also  hauled  ; Wigpool, 
East  Dean  R.D.,  where  a stand  pipe  was  placed  temporarily  ; 
Berkeley,  Thornbury  R.D.,  wells  were  brought  into  use  in  place  of  the 
Estate  supply  which  was  short,  and  Lawrence  Weston  in  the  same 
district  where  the  Bristol  mains  were  tapped. 

The  needs  in  other  places  were  accentuated  and  schemes  were 
proposed  and  in  one  case — Iron  Acton,  Chipping  Sodbury  R.D. — 
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pipes  connected  with  the  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Company’s 
mains  were  laid  and  the  scheme  was  approaching  completion  by 
the  end  of  the  year  at  a cost  of  £2,000.  Among  the  developments 
were  : 

Cirencester  U.D.  Additional  supply  and  a reservoir  at  a higher 
level  are  under  consideration. 

Coleford  U.D.  Application  has  been  made  for  a loan  of  £1,208 
for  a reservoir  and  additional  mains. 

Cheltenham  R D.  Extension  of  the  Cheltenham  mains  to 
Bamfurlong  and  Staverton  at  a cost  of  £1,700. 

Chipping  Sodbury  R.D.  In  addition  to  Iron  Acton  supply  a scheme 
is  being  prepared  for  bringing  the  mains  of  the  West  Gloucester- 
shire Water  Company  to  Marshfield,  and  the  Company  have 
extended  their  mains  in  Pucklechurch. 

Dursley  R.D.  Application  has  been  made  for  a loan  of  £900  for 
extension  of  mains  to  parts  of  Cam  parish. 

Lydney  R.D.  An  engineer  has  been  instructed  to  consider  pro- 
posals for  extensions  of  supplies  at  Alvington,  Lydney  and 
Woolaston. 

Tewkesbury  R.D.  The  Cheltenham  mains  are  to  be  extended  to 
Leigh  (£1,820)  and  Elmstone  Hardwicke  (£1,180),  and  applica- 
tion has  been  made  for  a loan  of  £650  for  the  purchase  of 
springs  for  mains  and  improvements  at  Teddington. 

West  Dean  R.D. — An  additional  source,  extensions  of  mains,  and 
increased  storage  are  to  be  provided  at  a cost  of  £9,000. 

There  are,  however,  many  places  in  which  the  circumstances 
should  be  improved,  some  of  them,  as  mentioned  in  previous  reports, 
having  been  mentioned  time  after  time  for  many  years.  It  is 
possible  that  the  needs  could  be  met  most  satisfactorily  by  compre- 
hensive schemes  to  overcome  local  difficulties  in  finding  suitable 
sources  of  sufficient  volume  ; one  way  of  determining  the  desirability 
of  such  schemes  and — possibly — of  joint  action  by  district  councils 
would  be  a survey  of  the  parts  of  the  County  concerned  and  in  this 
useful  assistance  could  be  given  by  the  County  Council.  A survey 
of  the  resources  on  these  lines  would  enable  the  best  use  to  be  made 
of  the  sources  of  water  supply  which  this  County  is  fortunate  in 
possessing. 

The  County  Council  now  make  grants  towards  the  cost  of 
schemes  under  Section  57  of  the  Local  Government  A.ct,  1929  ; 
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the  amounts  approved  subject  to  certain  conditions,  during  1934, 
were  : 


District. 

Cheltenham  R.D. 

Staverton 

Coleford  U.D.  and  West  Dean  R.D 
Coleford,  English  Bicknor, 
Newland,  Staunton,  and 
West  Dean 

Dursley  R.D. — 

Stinchcombe 

Winchcombe  R.D. — 

Southam  and  Brockhamp- 

ton  •••  •••  ••• 

Chipping  Sodbury  R.D. — 

Iron  Acton 

Stroud  R.D. — 

Pains  wick,  Cranham, 

Miserden  and  Bisley  with 
Lypiatt 

Tetbury  R.D. — 

Boxwell  with  Leighterton 

Tewkesbury  R.D. — 

Elmstone  Hardwicke  and 
Leigh 

Cirencester  R.D. — 

Poulton 

Thornbury  R.D. — 

Cromhall 


Total  Cost.  Grant  Agreed. 

£ £ 

2,572  250  lump  sum. 

— not  exceeding  : 

9.000  121  15s.  p. a.  for  30  yrs. 

1,933  12  p.a.  for  5 years. 

1.000  1 1 3s.  3d.  p.a.  for  30  yrs. 

3,175  42  p.a.  for  30  years. 

9,336  135  p.a.  for  30  years. 

2,080  15  p.a.  for  30  years. 

2,898  11  p.a.  for  30  years. 

700  100  p.a.  for  30  years. 

3,800  25%  of  net  annual 

deficiency  for  30  years 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

There  appears  to  have  been  little  done  to  reduce  the  number 
of  places  in  which  sewerage  has  been  reported  from  time  to  time 
to  be  desirable  and  the  list  given  on  p.  53  of  the  last  report  still 
stands.  Additional  places  mentioned  in  the  reports  of  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  this  year  are  : Mickleton  and  Willersey  in  Camp- 
den  R.D.  ; Marshfield  in  Chipping  Sodbury  R.D.  ; Almondsbury 
in  Thornbury  R.D.  * and  Bitton,  Oldland  and  Hanham  Abbots 
in  Warmley  R.D.  Prompt  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Chipping 
Sodbury  R.D.C.  and  an  engineer  has  been  instructed  to  report  on  a 
scheme  for  Marshfield . Also , alternative  j oint  schemes  for  Almonds- 
bury, Thornbury  R.D.  and  Filton,  Chipping  Sodbury  R.D.  have  been 
prepared.  Another  comprehensive  scheme  is  that  for  Kingswood 
U D.  and  parts  of  the  Warmley  R.D.,  and  was  reported  to  be  well  in 
hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  ; this  will  enable  unsatisfactory  disposal 
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works  to  be  closed.  A third  joint  scheme  was  under  consideration 
to  do  away  with  disposal  works  in  the  Stroud  valley  by  means  of  a 
main  intercepting  sewer,  but  has  been  dropped  owing  to  the  lack 
of  grants. 

In  the  revision  of  the  County  Districts  effected  by  the  County 
of  Gloucester  Review  Order,  1935,  some  of  the  parishes  concerned 
come  under  new  Councils. 

Grants  under  Section  57  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929, 
were  made  during  1934  as  follows  : 

District.  Total  Cost.  Grant  Agreed. 

Warmley  R.D. — £ £ 

Bitton,  Hanham  Abbots, 

Oldland  and  Siston  ...  80,500  1,231  for  30  years. 

Kingswood  U.D.  ...  ...  41,938  33^-%  of  net  annual 

deficiency  for  30  years. 


SURVEY  OF  SEVERN. 

The  District  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  arranged  for  the  annual  survey  of  the  oxygen  content  of 
the  Severn  in  its  whole  length  on  3rd  July,  1934.  This  year  also 
an  additional  sample  was  taken  at  each  point  to  determine  the  loss 
in  oxygen  on  keeping  by  absorption  by  oxidizable  organic  matter 
in  the  water.  On  the  whole,  the  river  in  its  Gloucestershire  part 
contained  a good  proportion  of  available  oxygen,  except  at 
Over  Bridge  (68%  saturation)  and  Minsterworth  Ferry  (72%). 
The  loss  of  oxygen  on  keeping  was  higher  than  in  1933. 

DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  developments  of  recent  years 
has  been  the  tendency  to  depart  from  the  practice  of  parochial 
scavenging  in  Rural  Districts  in  favour  of  general  arrangements 
for  the  whole  area.  Warmley  R.D.C.  appears  to  have  been  the 
first  in  the  field,  in  1928  : Stroud  and  West  Dean  R.D.  followed 
suit  by  providing  their  own  motor  lorries  in  1932. 

An  interesting  report  on  the  matter  has  been  issued  by  the 
Stroud  R.D.C.  In  this  it  is  said  that  the  collection  of  refuse  by 
horse  and  cart  supplied  by  hauliers  under  yearly  contracts  had 
certain  disadvantages  including  the  following  : 

(1)  The  use  of  open  carts  allowed  dust  and  debris  to  be  blown 
about  in  the  wind. 

(2)  Having  separate  contracts  (often  two  for  one  Parish) 
prevented  a check  being  made  on  Costs,  etc. 
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(3)  The  entire  absence  of  “ controlled  ” tipping,  whereby  extra 
cost  was  often  incurred  in  tidying  the  tips. 

(4)  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  full  particulars  and  data  for  the 
entire  district  (some  parishes  being  met  by  the  Parish  Funds 
and  other  Parishes  dealt  with  direct  by  the  Rural  District 
Council) . 

The  Council  bought  three  motor  lorries,  surveyed  existing  tips  and 
put  them  in  order,  and  found  new  tips  including  disused  quarries. 
It  is  difficult  to  compare  the  relative  costs  of  collection  because 
under  the  new  arrangements  the  work  is  done  more  thoroughly 
over  a larger  area  : under  the  parochial  arrangements  the  rate 
ranged  from  l.ld.  to  4d.  and,  apart  from  loan  charges,  the  expense 
of  the  general  collection  is  met  by  a rate  of  2.7d.  The  amount 
collected  is  85  tons  weekly  and  the  lorries  travel  440  miles  in  doing 
it. 

EXAMINATIONS  OF  FOODS  AND  DRUGS. 

The  County  Analyst  submits  the  following  summary  of  the 
work  undertaken  during  1934. 

During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1934,  991  samples 
have  been  examined  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration) 
Act,  1928,  of  which  106  were  either  adulterated  or  did  not  satisfy 
the  standards  laid  down  by  the  various  regulations  issued  under 
the  Act.  This  represents  10.6%  of  the  number  taken  and  is  a 
decrease  on  the  figures  for  the  last  two  years  ; the  following  is  the 
percentage  of  adulterated  samples  for  the  past  few  years  : — 


1934  ... 

10.6% 

adulterated 

1933  ... 

12.8% 

99 

1932  ... 

12.1% 

99 

1931  ... 

8.8% 

99 

1930  ... 

8.9% 

99 

1929  ... 

8.6% 

99 

1928  ... 

10.8% 

99 

1927  ... 

15.0% 

99 

1926  ... 

12.6% 

99 

1925  ... 

• 10.4% 

99 

Average  for  10  years  11.0% 

99 

These  figures  are  more  than  the  average  for  the  whole  country. 
Milk. 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  examination  was  625 
of  which  89  did  not  satisfy  the  standard  for  genuine  milk  laid  down 
in  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
These  samples  which  represent  14.2%  of  the  number  of  milk 
samples  taken  show  a reduction  on  the  figure  for  the  previous 
year,  namely  17%,  but  is  still  far  too  high. 
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It  must  not  be  assumed  that  all  the  above  cases  are  cases  of 
deliberate  adulteration.  Some  samples  represent  milk  which  would 
be  correctly  described  as  naturally  poor  milk,  and  are  the  result 
of  some  producers  who  are  concerned  more  with  quantity  than 
with  quality.  The  average  figures  for  the  whole  of  the  milk 
samples  taken  under  the  Act  is  well  above  the  standard  laid  down 
by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  shows  only  a slight  variation 
from  the  figures  of  the  previous  two  years. 

Board  of 


Average  for 

Average  for  Average  for 

Agriculture 

1932 

1933 

1934  Minimum  Standard 

/o 

/o 

0/ 

/o 

0/ 

/o 

Non-Fatty  Solids 

8.89 

8.75 

8.74 

8.50 

Fat 

3.65 

3.63 

3.57 

3.00 

Total  Solids 

...  12.54 

12.38 

12.31 

11.50 

There  were  many  serious  cases  of  adulteration  and  proceedings 
were  instituted  in  23  cases  ; convictions  were  obtained  in  18  cases. 
Four  cases  were  dismissed  under  the  Probation  of  Offenders  Act, 
and  one  case  was  dismissed  on  payment  of  costs.  Three  samples 
were  received  from  the  Staple  Hill  division  which  were  adulterated 
with  a preservative  known  as  Formaldehyde  ; this  offence  is  not 
common  to-day  but  is  a very  serious  one. 

Malt  Vinegar. 

One  sample  of  Malt  Vinegar  was  adulterated  with  32.3%  of 
water  and  the  vendor  was  fined  £10  and  £6  Os.  9d.  costs.  The 
defendant  appealed  against  this  conviction  at  the  Quarter  Sessions  ; 
the  appeal  was  not  allowed,  but  the  fine  was  reduced  to  £5. 

Real  Cream  Pastries. 

Two  samples  of  real  Cream  pastries  were  submitted  for 
examination  and  were  found  to  contain  an  artificial  mixture  which 
could  not  be  described  as  real  cream,  it  was  a mixture  of  vegetable 
fats  and  skimmed  milk.  The  vendor  of  these  pastries  was  brought 
before  the  Magistrates  and  convicted. 

Jam. 

Four  samples  of  Jam  were  unsatisfactory.  Three  contained 
an  excess  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  preservatives,  and  one  being  deficient 
in  Soluble  Solids. 

Margarine. 

One  sample  contained  an  amount  of  water  which  was  slightly 
in  excess  of  the  maximum  amount  allowed. 
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Preservatives. 

A number  of  other  samples  contained  preservatives  slightly 
in  excess  of  the  maximum  amount  allowed  by  the  Public  Health 
preservatives  in  Food  Regulations  and  these  articles  are  being 
kept  under  observation. 

The  total  fines  imposed  ranged  from  14/6  to  £30  5s.  Od. 
including  costs  and  amounted  in  all  to  £210  19s.  9d. 


The  samples  examined  were  as  follows  : — 


Number 

Articles.  examined. 

Number 

Adulterated. 

Milk  and  Separated  Milk 

628 

89 

Condensed  Milk 

11 

0 

Butter,  Cream,  Cheese  & Ice  Cream 

• 48 

0 

Margarine 

22 

1 

Lard 

2 

0 

Spirits  and  Wines  ... 

9 

0 

Beer,  Stout  & Cider 

43 

2 

Non-Alcoholic  Drinks  & Mineral  Waters 

18 

0 

Tea,  Coffee,  Coffee  Extract  and  Cocoa 

17 

0 

Confectionery,  Jams,  Marmalade,  Gelatine, 

Honey,  Sugar,  Sweets,  Treacle,  Golden 

Syrup 

77 

8 

Drugs 

29 

2 

Pickles  and  Sauces 

2 

0 

Sausages,  Meat  & Fish  Foods 

16 

1 

Flour,  Cornflour 

6 

0 

Dried,  Crystallised  and  Glace  Fruits 

14 

0 

Malt  Vinegar  & Vinegar 

12 

2 

Mustard,  Pepper  & Spices 

10 

0 

Dried  Mint 

8 

0 

Glucose,  Milk  Foods,  Dried  Milk  and  Milk 

Sugar 

19 

1 

991  106 


SURVEY  OF  DAIRY  CATTLE  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL 

EXAMINATIONS  OF  MILK. 

Reports  from  other  Authorities. 

During  the  year  30  reports  were  received  from  other  Authori- 
ties, as  follows  : — 

No.  of 

Condition  Reports.  Authority  reporting. 

(1)  Tuberculosis  in  Milk  12  (Bristol  9;  London  1,  Gloucester  1, 

Thornbury  R.D.  1) 

(2)  Others  : — 

(a)  Tuberculous  carcase  4 

14 


(b)  Dirty  milks,  etc. 


30 


(Bristol  1,  Somerset  1,  Cheltenham  1, 
Thornbury  1). 

(Bristol  13,  Kingswood  U.D.l). 
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The  numbers  reported  yearly  were  : — 


1926 

Total 

4 

Tuberculosis 

1 

1927 

24  ' 

7 

1928 

23 

5 

1929 

22 

12 

1930 

24 

...  18 

1931 

17 

9 

1932 

35 

...  19 

1933 

15 

12 

1934 

30 

16 

(1)  Tuberculosis  in  Milk. 

Inspections  of  the  farms  and  herds  were  made  by  the 
\ eterinary  inspectors  in  the  12  cases  where  Tuberculosis  was 
reported  in  milks  produced  in  this  County.  At  6 farms, 
definite  evidence  of  Tuberculosis  was  established  and  10  cows 
were  destroyed  ; in  the  other  6 cases,  no  definite  evidence  was 
obtained. 

(2)  Other  conditions. 

(a)  Investigations  were  made  at  the  farms  from  which  the 
Tuberculous  carcases  were  reported,  but  no  clinical  evidence 
of  Tuberculosis  was  found  in  the  herds. 

(b)  As  regards  the  dirty  milks,  etc.,  reported  by  other 
Authorities,  inspections  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
of  the  District  Councils  and  samples  of  milk  submitted  for 
bacterial  count,  etc. 

Bacterial  Counts. 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
in  1934  was  158. 

Over  one-half  of  these  gave  a total  count  of  under  50,000 
micro-organisms  per  c.c.,  but  16  contained  over  one  million.  The 
bacillus  coli  (dirt  organism)  was  absent  in  56  samples  but  present 
in  such  a small  quantity  as  1/100  c.c.  in  51. 

Survey  op  Dairy  Cattle. 

The  number  of  animals  examined  ranges  closely  round  50,000 
each  year.  The  main  point  of  interest  from  the  public  health 
point  of  view  is  the  detection  of  a limited  number  of  animals  with 
evidence  of  active  tuberculosis  : this  number  has  varied  from  a 
minimum  of  118  in  the  second  half  of  1930—1  to  285  at  the  first 
survey  m 1927.  At  the  two  examinations  in  1933—4  they  were 
230  and  253.  The  general  result  is  that  approximately  5 per  1000 


59 


of  the  cattle  have  the  disease  in  a sufficiently  advanced  form  to  be 
recognizable  in  the  course  of  a veterinary  survey.  This  is  but  a 
small  proportion  of  the  number  actually  infected  which  is  given 
generally  as  about  40%  : it  does  not  follow  necessarily,  however, 
that  the  milk  of  all  infected  cattle  contains  the  tubercle  bacillus, 
but  from  a recent  investigation  in  Scotland,  on  behalf  of  the 
Medical  Research  Council  it  was  found  in  10%  of  1534  samples 
of  raw  milk  in  churns  supplying  Aberdeen,  Dundee,  Edinburgh 
and  Glasgow.  The  tendency  to  bulk  in  large  tanks  tends  to  dis- 
tribute the  infection  over  larger  quantities  and  as  evidence  of  this  it 
is  reported  that  the  bacillus  was  found  in  37.5%  of  tank  supplies. 
Interesting  evidence  is  given  that  commercial  pasteurization  is 
not  completely  effective  in  destroying  the  tubercle  bacillus  but  the 
percentage  was  reduced  from  10.0%  to  8.2%  by  ‘ ‘flash”  and  to  2.8% 
by  “ holding  ” pasteurization.  In  Edinburgh  by  the  latter 
method  the  proportion  of  samples  yielding  evidence  of  the  bacillus 
was  reduced  to  .9. 

An  interesting  method  for  determining  the  efficiency  of 
pasteurization  has  been  devised  by  the  staff  of  the  Preventive 
Medicine  Department  of  the  University  of  Bristol  by  observation 
of  the  cream  line  under  prescribed  conditions,  and  by  “ suspension 
tests.” 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

As  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  the  responsibility  for  the 
care  of  mentally  defective  persons  in  this  area  is  shared  by  three 
Education  Authorities  (Cheltenham,  Gloucester,  and  the  County), 
and  by  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  County  Council  and  Gloucester 
Corporation. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  registers  of  the  County  Educa- 
tion Committee  and  of  the  Joint  Committee  at  the  end  of  1934 
was  1,312.  The  numbers  of  new  cases  coming  under  notice 
were  : 

At  schools  ...  ...  35 

Public  Assistance  records  27 
From  Nurses  ...  ...  4 

Other  sources  ...  ...  23 

89 


26  persons  left  the  County  and  31  died  during  1934. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  147  children,  regarded  as 
dull  and  backward  at  school  under  observation  : 201  others 
formerly  so  regarded  are  now  classified  as  normal. 
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The  distribution  of  the  1,312  persons  now  on  the  register  is: 


Males 

Females 

Total. 

Joint  Committee. 

In  Institutions 

• • • 

109 

115 

224 

on  licence  ... 

• • • 

9 

13 

22 

Under  Guardianship 

• • • 

— 

1 

1 

,,  Visitation 

• • • 

120 

117 

237 

In  Voluntary  Homes 

... 

10 

10 

20 

Under  Public  Assistance  Committee. 

In  Mental  Hospitals 

• • • 

47 

47 

94 

In  P.A.  Institutions 

• • • 

88 

112 

200 

At  Home 

• • • 

33 

49 

82 

Classified  Cases. 

No  special  action 

• • • 

28 

23 

51 

Children  becoming  16 

• • • 

26 

16 

42 

Not  yet  classified 

• • • 

75 

102 

177 

545 

605 

1,150 

Education  Committee. 

Classified 

• • • 

64 

44 

108 

Unclassified  children  awaiting  full 

examination  ... 

• • • 

30 

24 

54 

639 

673 

1,312 

Of  the  246  persons  sent  to  Institutions  under  Order,  22  were 
out  on  licence  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  remaining  224  were 
distributed  among  the  following  Institutions  : 


Ashton  House  Certified  Institution  ...  ...  ...  1 

Brentry  Colony  ... . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Eagle  House,  Mitcham  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rampton  State  Institution  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Royal  Earlswood  Institution  ...  ...  ...  2 

St.  Mary’s  Home,  Painswick  ...  ...  ...  2 

St.  Theresa’s  Home,  Lewisham  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sandlebridge  Certified  Institution  ...  ...  ...  2 

Stoke  Park  Colony  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 


224 


Extended  accommodation  for  Gloucestershire  cases  was  pro- 
vided at  Stoke  Park  Colony  during  1933  under  the  agreement 
mentioned  in  the  last  report  whereby  300  places  are  available  : 
the  number  of  beds  at  Brentry  Colony  for  cases  from  this  County 
was  also  increased,  from  47  to  54.  With  this  accommodation 
available,  patients  have  been  transferred  from  four  Public  Assis- 
tance Institutions  and  two  other  Homes. 
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REGISTRATION  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

No  variation  has  been  made  in  the  general  arrangements 
except  that  in  a few  areas  there  has  been  extension  of  the  method 
for  domiciliary  registration  of  births.  There  have  been  various 
changes  in  the  personnel,  temporary  appointments  being  made  to 
facilitate  the  bringing  into  operation  the  scheme  for  the  County 
under  Section  24  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929.  This  has 
been  approved  in  its  draft  form  and  now  that  the  County  Review 
Order  has  been  approved,  steps  will  be  taken  to  complete  the 
Registration  Scheme. 


VACCINATION. 

The  summary  of  the  returns  of  the  25  Vaccination  Officers  for 
the  past  four  years  is  : — 


1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

o.  of  Births 

4,812 

4,731 

4,482 

4,275 

o.  of  Vaccinations 

748 

756 

676 

576 

o.  of  insusceptibles 

10 

9 

12 

11 

onscientious  objections 

3,407 

3,391 

3,253 

3,111 

'ied  un vaccinated 

186 

191 

163 

167 

4,351 

4,347 

4,104 

3,865 

ostponement  ... 

51 

66 

45 

45 

removals 

63 

63 

61 

56 

ntraced 

96 

84 

64 

82 

210 

213 

170 

183 

4,561 

4,560 

4,274 

t 

ot  yet  accounted  for 

251 

171 

208 

For  the  first  three  of  these  years  the  proportion  of  children 
protected  from  smallpox  by  vaccination  ranged  from  15  to  16% 
but  in  1933  only  13.5%  were  vaccinated. 

Under  the  present  arrangements  it  is  easier  to  obtain  a 
certificate  of  exemption  than  to  secure  vaccination,  and  it  is 
considered  in  many  quarters  that  more  successful  results  would 
follow  the  abolition  of  the  present  sham  of  compulsion — itself 
probably  a stumbling  block — and  the  adoption  of  a voluntary 
system  of  vaccination  by  the  usual  doctor  of  the  household. 

SURVEY  OF  MEDICAL  SERVICES  UNDER  THE  LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1929 

It  was  mentioned  in  the  last  Report  that  effect  had  been  given 
to  two  of  the  three  more  important  suggestions  in  the  letter  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  following  the  survey  by  Dr.  Alan  Parsons  and 
his  colleagues  in  1932  : these  were  an  increase  in  the  number  of 


62 

food  stuffs  examined  by  the  County  Analyst  and  a more  intensive 
examination  of  milk  for  tuberculosis. 

The  third  point  was  increase  in  accommodation  for  maternity 
cases,  and,  incidentally,  the  appropriation  of  one  or  more  Public 
Assistance  Institutions.  The  question  of  appropriation  of  the 
Tetbury  Public  Assistance  Institution  has  been  under  consideration 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  a decision  will  be  reached  before  long. 


1934. 

TABLE  I.— RATES,  ETC. 


DISTRICTS. 

Estimated 

Population. 

BIR1 

’HS. 

deat: 

HS. 

Total. 

Rate 

Total. 

Rate. 

Under 

Total 

me  year. 
Rate. 

URBAN : 

Awre 

1,025 

12 

11.7 

16 

15.6 

— 

— 

Charlton  Kings 

4,677 

58 

12.4 

62 

13.3 

4 

69 

Cheltenham  ... 

50,350 

567 

11.3 

724 

14.4 

27 

47 

Cirencester  ... 

7,114 

79 

11.1 

108 

15.2 

4 

51 

Coleford 

2,876 

40 

13.1 

31 

10.8 

— 

— 

Kingswood  ... 

13,300 

184 

13.8 

141 

10.6 

10 

54 

Mangotsfield 

12,080 

178 

14.7 

153 

12.7 

17 

96 

Nailsworth  ... 

3,220 

45 

14.0 

33 

10.2 

2 

44 

Newnham 

1,091 

17 

15.6 

9 

8.2 

— 

— 

Stow-on-the-Wold  ... 

1,286 

8 

6.2 

11 

8.6 

— 

— 

Strond 

8,450 

123 

14.6 

126 

14.9 

7 

57 

Tetbury  

2,193 

26 

11.9 

35 

16.0 

— 

— 

Tewkesbury 

4,250 

60 

14.1 

72 

16.9 

8 

133 

Westbury-on-Severn 

1,688 

32 

18.9 

29 

17.2 

1 

31 

Total  U.D 

113,600 

1,429 

12.6 

1550 

13.6 

80 

56 

RURAL : 

Campden 

8,264 

146 

17.7 

98 

11.9 

5 

34 

Cheltenham  ... 

5,986 

71 

11.9 

77 

12.9 

4 

56 

Chipping  Sodbury  ... 

25,220 

364 

14.4 

298 

11.8 

11 

30 

Cirencester  ... 

11,960 

177 

14.8 

168 

14.0 

7 

40 

Dursley 

13,410 

202 

15.1 

182 

13.6 

10 

50 

East  Dean 

19,690 

348 

17.7 

259 

13.2 

20 

57 

Earingdon  (part) 

970 

12 

12.4 

16 

16.5 

— 

— 

Gloucester 

16,050 

196 

12.2 

184 

11.5 

8 

41 

Lydney  

10,530 

175 

16.6 

109 

10.4 

12 

69 

Newent 

7,292 

110 

15.1 

125 

17.1 

13 

118 

Northleach  ... 

7,058 

89 

12.6 

75 

10.6 

2 

22 

Stow-on-the-Wold  ... 

6,124 

90 

14.7 

84 

13.7 

3 

33 

Stroud 

27,210 

310 

11.4 

336 

12.3 

11 

35 

Tetbury 

3,715 

44 

11.8 

40 

10.8 

4 

91 

Tewkesbury  (part)  ... 

4,180 

54 

12.9 

59 

14.1 

3 

56 

Thornbury  ... 

19,700 

293 

14.9 

226 

11.5 

9 

31 

Warmley 

8,922 

133 

14.9 

95 

10.6 

7 

53 

West  Dean  ... 

14,090 

218 

15.5 

180 

12.8 

16 

73 

Wheatenhurst 

6,031 

106 

17.6 

70 

11.6 

4 

38 

Winchcombe  (part)  ... 

8,098 

113 

14.0 

99 

12.2 

3 

27 

Total  R.D 

224,500 

3,251 

14.5 

2,780 

12.4 

152 

47 

Administrative  County 

338,100 

4,680 

13.8 

4,330 

12.8 

232 

50 

TABLE  II. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— 1934. 


DISTRICT. 

CJ 

lSES. 

Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis. 

Polio-myelitis. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Other  Forms  of 

Tuberculosis. 

Pneumonia. 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica. 

< 

H 

O 

H 

URBAN  : 

Awt  e 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

4 

Charlton  Kings  ... 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

12 

Cheltenham 

27 

22 

69 

— 

3 

10 

2 

1 

— 

39 

23 

33 

— 

229 

Cirencester 

1 

— 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

1 

13 

— 

39 

Coleford 

5 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

3 

13 

— 

35 

Kingswood 

5 

9 

29 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

13 

8 

— 

— 

68 

Mangotsfleld 

3 

1 

22 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

2 

5 

— 

39 

Nailsworth 

2 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Newnham 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Stow-on-the-Wold 

7 

— 

2 

2 

— 

11 

Stroud  

7 

4 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

6 

i 

— 

41 

Tetbury  ... 

1 

4 

73 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

85 

Tewkesbury 

2 

2 

8 



— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

2 

— 

24 

Westbury-on-S.  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

6 

Total  U.D. 

62 

45 

244 

1 

5 

20 

2 

1 

— 

100 

46 

81 

— 

607 

RURAL : 

Campden  ... 

6 

3 

19 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

9 

1 

45 

Cheltenham 

— 

— 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

4 

— 

— 

22 

Chipping  Sodbury 

30 

9 

58 

1 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

24 

13 

7 

1 

149 

Cirencester 

4 

— 

49 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

2 

6 

— 

67 

Dursley  

45 

3 

14 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

5 

6 

— 

83 

East  Dean 

7 

4 

28 

1 

• — 

7 

— 

— 

2 

13 

20 

12 

— 

94 

Faringdon  (pt.  of) 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Gloucester 

10 

5 

33 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

17 

3 

21 

— 

94 

Lydney  

42 

1 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

2 

5 

— 

67 

Newent 

30 

— 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 

3 

10 

— 

65 

Northleach 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

6 

— 

15 

Stow-on-the-Wold 

11 

5 

13 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

4 

— 

42 

Stroud 

9 

4 

36 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

16 

8 

15 

— 

89 

Tetbury  

— 

— 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

4 

— 

35 

Tewkesb’y(pt.  of)... 

2 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

1 

6 

— 

18 

Thornbury 

35 

10 

92 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

25 

5 

31 

— 

203 

Warmley  ... 

12 

5 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

9 

1 

5 

— 

60 

West  Dean 

12 

3 

19 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

16 

12 

38 

— 

103 

Wheatenhurst 

1 

2 

13 

2 

— 

2 

— 

20 

Winc’be  (pt.  of)  ... 

3 

2 

16 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

1 

— 

31 

Total  R.D. 

260 

58 

490 

4 

3 

25 

2 

3 

13 

169 

87 

188 

2 

1304 

Admin.  County 

322 

103 

734 

5 

8 

45 

4 

4 

13 

269 

133 

269 

2 

1911 

TABLE  III.  1934. 


L.G.B.  Table  iii  CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

All  ages. 

Under  1 yr. 

1 — 2 yrs. 

2 — 5 yrs. 

5 — 15  yrs. 

15 — 25  yrs. 

25 — 35  yrs. 

35 — 45  yrs. 

45 — 55  yrs. 

55—65  yrs. 

65 — 75  yrs.  | 

75  and  over 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  . . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

2. 

Measles 

16 

1 

6 

4 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

25 

15 

3 

3 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

14 

— 

— 

2 

10 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

6- 

Influenza 

61 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

5 

14 

14 

23 

7. 

E ncephalitis  Lethargica 

5 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

8. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  . . . 
system 

178 

1 

38 

58 

38 

19 

16 

7 

1 

10 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

53 

1 

9 

imi 

4 

15 

14 

5 

5 

5 

1 

1 

— 

11. 

Syphilis  

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

12. 

General  paralysis  of  the  in- 
sane, Tabes  dorsales 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  . . . 

7 

1 

4 

2 

13. 

557 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

10 

19 

70 

127 

187 

138 

14. 

Diabetes 

67 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

1 

5 

10 

30 

16 

15- 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

285 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

17 

53 

93 

119 

16. 

Heart  Disease 

1143 

— 

— 

1 

4 

11 

12 

20 

46 

172 

381 

496 

17. 

Aneurysm 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

5 

6 

— 

18. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . . . 

240 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

11 

30 

71 

126 

19. 

Bronchitis 

131 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

5 

7 

10 

32 

72 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

218 

27 

6 

6 

6 

6 

5 

n 

i 

21 

36 

47 

51 

21. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

42 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

5 

8 

10 

10 

22. 

Peptic  Ulcer  ... 

33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

4 

5 

9 

6 

4 

23. 

Diarrhoea  etc. 

10 

8 

2 

24. 

Appendicitis 

30 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

4 

8 

3 

5 

3 

2 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

6 

2 

1 

26. 

Other  diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

4 

8 

7 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

99 

5 

1 

6 

1 

2 

3 

4 

11 

16 

28 

22 

28. 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

163 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

4 

6 

22 

32 

48 

47 

29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  Puerperal  Causes- 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Debility,  Pre- 
mature birth,  Malformation 
etc.  ... 

154 

151 

1 

1 

1 

32. 

Senility 

154 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

24 

128 

33. 

Suicide 

40 

, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

7 

8 

9 

5 

4 

34. 

Other  violence 

137 

3 

3 

8 

13 

17 

19 

10 

15 

7 

18 

24 

35. 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

366 

14 

2 

4 

17 

20 

18 

33 

35 

67 

70 

86 

36 

Cause  ill-defined  or  unknown 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5 

3 

Total 

4330 

232 

27 

43 

91 

128 

174 

186 

319 

650 

1100 

1380 

